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WORDS FROM THE CLERGY
Community Synagogue of Rye at 70

The Direction in Which We Shall Proceed

Rabbi Daniel Gropper • dgropper@comsynrye.org

Cantor Melanie Cooperman • mcooperman@comsynrye.org

As we celebrate Community Synagogue of Rye’s
70th anniversary along with the continued
celebration of Israel’s founding in 1948, the number
70 takes on special significance. How 70 is
understood in Jewish tradition might surprise and
impress you.
Our tradition has it that God has 70 names. So does
the Torah. So does Israel. Including the
intermediary days, there are 70 holy days in the
Jewish calendar (52 Sabbaths and 18 festivals). Seventy people went
down to Egypt with Joseph. Moses transmitted the Torah to 70 elders
and it was safeguarded by the Sanhedrin of 70 sages. The Zohar states
that there are 70 facets to the Torah, which was translated into 70
languages.
Rabbi Judah Loew of Prague (1520-1609) writes that the number seven
represents the entirety of this natural world, which was created in seven
days. He elaborates that any number times ten represents its expanded
full potential. So 70, being seven days times ten, represents all the
potential facets of that concept, of that idea, of that object in the natural
world.
As we celebrate our platinum anniversary with the opening of our new
sacred space, it can be said that CSR has reached a new level of
potentiality. In many ways, we are wealthier in spirit than ever. The
strength and quality of you, our congregants, attests to our fortitude and
robustness. Our new facility states powerfully and proudly our place in
the larger community in which we live. From the 60 people who
gathered one Wednesday night 70 years ago to our modern congregation
striving to meet its congregants needs, we have truly arrived and
evolved.

During our Kadima campaign, the leadership of Rye Presbyterian
Church donated $15,000. Calling us “a force for good in Rye,” they
reminded us of our higher purpose. We may have daily challenges, we
may be living in divisive and divided times and our world may be
changing faster than we can bear, but as a force for good, I hope that we
continue to be counter-cultural. I hope we can be inspired to bring the
values of our tradition to bear, to stand up and speak out for the things
our tradition teaches and that just as our ner tamid shines eternally, that
we continue to shine light into dark corners. Our name is “Community.”
This is something all people seek. Knowing that you don’t have to face
the future alone should galvanize us to face any future, no matter what
comes.

Rabbi Rothman wrote, “The direction in which we
shall proceed together is contingent upon our
combined enthusiasm, energy and dedication.” He
penned those words in 1966 during his first year
as Rabbi of our congregation. And those words–52
years later–still ring just as true. Energy,
enthusiasm and dedication. The future, or as Rabbi
Rothman says, “the direction in which we shall
proceed” is still up to us.
And now I want to ask you a hypothetical question. Suppose for a
moment you were creating your own synagogue–what would it be
like? What would it feel like? What values would be accentuated?
How would you change things? And I ask because the question isn’t
really hypothetical at all. Community Synagogue is your synagogue–it
has been founded, shaped and steered for all these years by all of you.
Music has been a large part of this congregation’s identity. Who you
are as a community is reflected in the music we participate in together.
Another 70 years from now will be the year 2088. As I envision the
next 70 years I ask, “What will the music in our congregation look
like?” Hopefully it will continue to enter into the hearts and minds to
stir the soul. Hopefully it will inspire us to look inward and reflect, to
find deeper meaning in our everyday lives.
We, as a community, can afford to ask ourselves the questions about
the future and about the kind of synagogue we want to create together.
The building is built and now is a perfect opportunity to renew our
energy, enthusiasm, and dedication. Please feel free to contact me with
thoughts, suggestions and dreams for the future that we will build
together.

Cantor Melanie Cooperman

Yom Huledet Sameach CSR! May you shine on, ever brightly, for
another 70 years!

Rabbi Daniel B. Gropper

70—Just The beginning
Rabbi Leora Frankel • lfrankel@comsynrye.org
Seventy years, a complete lifespan for some, and yet just the beginning of our CSR story. As part of our new CJL 7 th grade
curriculum and 70th Year Celebration, I recently paired up students with members of our SAJE community to interview. Our
seniors shared sentimental (and some quite funny) stories of their decades in the congregation and how it has enriched their
lives. They described many changes to the physical structures from the old mansion to our modern buildings and the
evolving look of our sanctuary in particular. Yet they all affirmed something enduring about the DNA of our synagogue,
captured in our name: this has always been, and will continue to be, a place where community gathers to make meaning
together and to make a difference in the world.
I have experienced this myself over the past nine years in countless personal and professional moments, many joyful and
some singed with pain. Both of my daughters were named on our bimah, and I sat shiva for my father surrounding by this
supportive community. I have witnessed how CSR truly can change the course of a life and shape a family through milestone
celebrations, worship and learning. Just this past Sunday night, in response to the tragic shooting in Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life
synagogue, our sanctuary overflowed with love and prayer and song. Dozens of local clergy—both Jewish and Christian—were joined by elected
officials, police officers, and hundreds of congregants for a night of comfort and hope. While I pray we will gather only for joyous occasions in the
future, the vigil embodied what a beacon of light CSR can be during dark times, and how blessed we all are to call this place home.

www.comsynrye.org
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
The ECC is Happily Moving in a Wonderful Direction
Dale Oberlander, ECC Director • doberlander@comsynrye.org
The ECC’s vision of early childhood
education is to nurture and support each
child as an individual while encouraging
them, and their families, to be active
members of our loving community. We
provide children a technology-free space
that is sensory rich, celebrates nature and
supports confidence through problem
solving and hands-on experiences.
Equally important to our program is the development of social
and emotional skills and the understanding of kindness, empathy
and community. This year, we have identified four key values
that can be appreciated and understood by young children:





Being welcoming to others
Being kind to each other
Being a good and thoughtful listener
Being kind to animals and nature

We are weaving these values into our curriculum and daily life
and have already seen the positive impact it is having on our
entire community.
We are looking forward to a great school year and will keep
everyone up-to-date on all the wonderful things our little ones
are up to.
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GETTING READY FOR CHANUKAH
Chanukah Challenge
What: An Oppor tunity to Light Chanukah Candles with a
Member of Your Clergy Team
When: Any Evening of Chanukah (except Fr iday, Dec 15)
Where: Your Home
How: Invite Four Other Community Synagogue Households
to Join You For Lighting the Chanukiyah In Your Home. You
need to have a menorah, candles and whatever refreshments you
choose to offer.
Why: What better way to cr eate community than to celebrate
Chanukah with other congregants?
To arrange one of your clergy to visit your home to help light the
menorah, sing songs, and tell the story of Chanukah, email
clergyassistant@comsynrye.org

Chanukah Blessings

Thursday, November 29, 7:30-8:30 pm
Whether you celebrate Chanukah, Christmas, or both, December
presents inevitable parenting dilemmas: How do we balance
being generous to our kids without spoiling them? How can we
help our children feel secure in their own identity while being
tolerant of others? And amidst the gift-giving, lights, and
commercialization, how do we preserve space for the core values
and meaning of our respective holidays?
Stay tuned for more of our Ethical Parenting series in 2019…
Future topics will include:




Celebrating our Differences: How to Teach Empathy
Beyond “Please and Thank You”:
Speaking (& Listening) with Sincerity
Making Family Memories: The Power of Rituals at Home

For more info, questions, or to RSVP to any of these events,
contact Rabbi Frankel at Lfrankel@comsynrye.org.
(Or just knock on door in room 216 and say hello in person!)

Glynis’ Famous Latke Recipe
(Adapted from her Mother’s)
I grew up making this recipe with my mom. When I was fortunate enough to be in Australia for Hannukah, my nieces and
nephews loved making latkes with me.
They each got to choose what they wanted to add. And they did
most of the work (except for the potato peeling!)

Basic Recipe
 Peel and grate 6 potatoes and strain water from them
 Grate 1or 2 small onions
 Add 1 egg, salt and pepper
 Handful of flour (so not too loose)
 Drop into hot oil and cook until golden – it doesn’t take
long. But make sure the oil is clean (use canola or
vegetable or a lighter oil of choice
 Drain oil off on paper towel and brown paper
 Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar or a dollop of applesauce or
sour cream, or any combination
Alternatively: Replace half of the potatoes with sweet potatoes
or yams. If you only use sweet potatoes you will probably need
an extra egg as there is less moisture.
Or: Replace a potato with 2 to 3 parsnips.

www.comsynrye.org
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HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS
Past Presidents of Community Synagogue of Rye
Reminisce of Times Past
Our upcoming 70th anniversary gala celebration is right around the corner. The event will honor all of our past presidents, whose
vision and leadership have brought us to this day. Take a tour of some of the events that occurred during their tenures as some of the
past presidents candidly share their thoughts and perspectives from those times. Many milestones are covered in their stories–
including when our first woman president was installed; how the community came together after 9/11; and how many of our presentday clergy came on board to carry on CSR’s mission of being a caring Jewish community that adds meaning and purpose to your
life. We are forever grateful to our past presidents for their selfless commitment to serve. Some of their words are featured on the
pages that follow.

Maurice Hahn (1948—1949) z”l
Jack Carner (1949—1952) z”l
Frederick H. Block (1952—1955) z”l
Milton M. Enzer (1955—1956) z”l
Herbert Millman (1956—1958) z”l
Henry R. Jacoby (1958—1960) z”l
Milton P. Gitenstein (1960—1962) z”l
Dr. Jack Kabcenell (1962—1964) z”l
Mortimer Patchen (1964—1966)
Victor R. Wolder (1966—1968) z”l
Ely Kushel (1968—1970) z”l
Daniel Beaton (1970—1972) z”l

Fred G. Ronai (1972—1974)
Sidney M. Miller (1974—1976) z”l

David W. Sampliner (1976–1978)
My years as President were exciting years and much occurred
during that period.
 Rabbi Rothman was convinced by our Ritual Chair, Iris
Sampliner, to conduct Saturday morning Shabbat Services
with a Torah discussion. This practice has not changed in
20 years and we continue to pride ourselves on how we
can participate regularly.
 Betty Seicol became our first female Executive Vice
President and two years later was installed as our first
female President.
 A president’s column (THE BUCK STOPS HERE)
became a monthly part of Community News.
 We decided to move High Holy Day services from our
sanctuary to an outside facility–Rye Town Hilton and later
Purchase College.
 Two annual citywide treasure hunts were instituted for the
Executive Committee and enjoyed by all participants.
 We held a garden show and two art show fundraisers for
the synagogue capital campaigns.
 Several musical evening performances and two musical
shows were created and presented by synagogue
members.
 Community Synagogue became actively involved in the
New York Federation of Temple Synagogues (NFTS) and
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC–
now the URJ).

In January 1949, the membership considered nine names and decided on Community Synagogue, a name
chosen because it identified the membership in the community as Jews.
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HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS
Betty Seicol (1978–1980)
1978 was an important year for many reasons. Women became
astronauts for the first time. The Camp David Peace accords
were signed. Lucy Brown became the first test tube baby ever
born and, after a few years of fits and starts, Betty Seicol
became the first woman president of Community Synagogue
of Rye.
Betty and her family moved to Rye in May 1954, to Eve Lane,
named for her Aunt Eva, just through the woods from the
synagogue. Rye had few Jewish families and the choice of Eve
Lane was due to its proximity to the synagogue. Betty became
an active member of the synagogue, first in the Sisterhood
(who can forget the wonderful rummage sales), then onto the
Board of Trustees and finally, against all odds and with some
resistance, the first woman president.
The synagogue was the center of Betty’s active life, both
socially and religiously. There were the dinner dances,
progressive dinners (each course at a different house), card
parties, community involvement, and interfaith activities. She
joined at the time that the first beloved rabbi, Rabbi Sam
Gordon, was the spiritual head and her tenure as President was
during the leadership of Rabbi Robert Rothman, with whom
she had a special bond as he helped her through some difficult
transitions. Betty’s oldest child, Samuel, became a rabbi. She
is extremely proud of this and feels that her involvement in the
nascent Jewish community in Rye helped influence his
decision.

Miriam Bernstein (1980–1982)
Francis Fraenkel (1982–1984)
In spite of the fact that advances in technology gained speed in
the 80s and Time Magazine named The Computer as the
person of the year, CSR operations and accounting systems
were handled in-house, with the office staff relying on
typewriters and mimeographs, aka The Mimeo.
Because the congregation was growing, we began planning our
first major beautification of the sanctuary. This $750,000
project was completed in 1985. There were many dinners and
events at the synagogue, and the Men’s Club and Sisterhood
were strong and active arms of the congregation.
th

Rabbi Rothman began his 16 year as our spiritual leader.
Back then the synagogue president always sat on the bimah for
Shabbat services. I wasn’t thrilled with having to do that, but I
proudly recall my excellent attendance! At the same time, I
must admit to dozing off once in a while.
I look back on those years with great satisfaction. There is
little we do in life that makes an enduring impact. Perhaps, in
some small way, my years as President of Community
Synagogue left its mark.

Jay I. Schwab (1984–1986) z”l
Ron Cohen (1986–1988)
I had the pleasure of serving as President of Community
Synagogue (as we were known then) from May 1986 to May
1988. I believe that the synagogue had a membership of 350 at
that time. We were in a growth period, from the 225 when
Joan and I joined in 1967, to around 525 at our peak
membership.
One innovation that I added as President was holding one of
our Board meetings at the offices of the Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) and one at the offices of Hebrew Union
College (HUC). It gave the members of the Board the
opportunity of learning more about the two pillars of the
Reform Movement.
My term as President was my first leadership position in the
Reform Movement and inspired me to become active in the
National Movement.

Sel Hubert (1988–1990) z”l

Paul Elliot (1990–1992)
In my tenure as President, there were two highlights that stand
out. I have a strong recollection centered on the crisis
surrounding the flooding of the parsonage along with seeking a
long-term solution to that issue. Fortunately, I had good
support from the Board who took on the challenge. On a more
positive note, my focus as President at that time was to make
Community Synagogue more user-friendly to intermarried
couples. The changes taking place in Jewish demographics
dictated attention to this trend. Fortunately, Rabbi Rothman
shared my views and was enthusiastic in its execution. In fact,
Rabbi Rothman was one of the few Rabbis willing to perform
interfaith marriages (under certain conditions). A focus on
welcoming mixed marriages has continued, much to my
gratification.
Noteworthy, my appointment to President was quite by
accident. Bonnie Marcus, the president at the time, resigned
due to her company relocation. Irene Weiss, who was next in
line, declined due to age. I was quite surprised when I received
the call for this special role. Needless to say, I thoroughly
enjoyed the challenge and the many new friends I made.
Continued on page 12

Through the assistance of Jack and
Helen Carner, and others, a beautiful
mansion that had been built in 1903 at
200 Forest Avenue was purchased in
June 1950. It was the seven acre Barron
estate, Villa Aurora, with magnificent
rooms, fireplaces, ornate ceilings and
moldings that came to house both the
synagogue and the school.
www.comsynrye.org
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THE RABBI ROTHMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LEARNING
CJL Fall Update
Amy Rosenbaum PH.D, CJL Director • Arosenbaum@comsynrye.org
The CJL has gotten off to a wonderful start in 5779! Walk down the halls on Wednesday afternoons and Saturday
mornings and you will hear the sounds of children engaged in active, enthusiastic Jewish learning: from
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders singing the Friday night Shabbat blessings with Rabbi Frankel to 3rd graders
writing their own prayers; from 5th graders exploring Simchat Torah while making origami Torahs to 7th graders
meditating with Rabbi Gropper and exploring the connection between God and nature on a hike with Cantor
Cooperman.
Two highlights from our first month at the CJL:
The entire CJL celebrated Sukkot at our 2nd annual Sukkah-fest. Learners built edible Sukkot, learned how to shake the lulav and
etrog, and competed to build the most creative Sukkah.
As a thank you gift to Rye Presbyterian Church for hosting CSR during the year of construction, the children of the CJL contributed
squares to create a special “Gratitude Tapestry.” The tapestry squares spelled out “Thank you” in English and Hebrew.

Important Dates
November 2

K-2 Shabbat Dinner & Service

November 3

J-Life: 6th Grade

November 10 & 12 CJL Closed (Veteran’s Day weekend)
November 21—24

CJL Closed (Thanksgiving)

CSR Teens Are Busy!
Yael Farber, Director of Youth Engagement & Informal Learning • Yfarber@comsynrye.org
5779 has been off to a great start for CSR Teens! Our Monday night program has grown significantly this year with
teens from 8th-12th grades learning with educators each week. Participants in our “Mitzvah Mester” program for 8th and
9th grades have been hard at work making blankets for Project Linus, dog toys for Adopt-a-Dog Armonk and matzah
ball soup for members of our community.
Our 10th grade Confirmation class has been learning with Rabbi Gropper and is getting excited about the upcoming
trip to Washington, D.C. to the Religious Action Center (RAC) in January. The 11 th and 12th graders have been participating in a new weekly Leadership Academy with Rabbi Frankel; exploring their own leadership styles and planning
programs for our 7th graders.
In addition to our Monday night program, we had a great group of volunteers help decorate the CSR sukkah a few weeks ago and
we’re looking forward to our next Social Action Sunday at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on November 18. Stay tuned for
more information about the Midnight Run, the return of the shul-in and upcoming trips for our 8th/9th and 11th/12th graders!
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OUR B’NEI MITZVAH
Nate Cosenza

My name is Nate Cosenza and I was called to the Torah in Israel on August 23 as a bar mitzvah. I am the son of
Monica Brenner and Tom Cosenza and have two younger siblings, Charlie and Claire. I am an eighth grader at
Rye Middle School. I enjoy soccer and skiing, along with other sports. My Torah portion was Ki Teitzei in the
Book of Deuteronomy, which contains 74 out of 613 mitzvot, equivalent to 12% of the Torah’s mitzvot. A
reoccurring theme in my Torah portion is to treat those that have less than you with respect and dignity. For my
mitzvah project, I volunteered at Bread of Life, a local food pantry. Instead of confronting the hungry and making
them feel inferior, I made a difference by unpacking the donation bags, organizing the food on shelves, and
packing shopping bags full of a week’s worth of food for the elderly.

Benjamin Mayer
My name is Benjamin Mayer. On November 3, I will be called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah. I am the son of
Jennifer Mayer and have an older sister, Caroline, who is in ninth grade. I am an eighth grader at Rye Middle
School. My Torah portion is Chayei Sarah from the Book of Genesis. My Torah portion is about the death of
Sarah and Abraham’s servant’s journey to find Isaac a wife. It teaches us kindness to others, which is shown in
many ways throughout my portion. For my mitzvah project, I volunteered at Backyard Sports, teaching and
helping children with special needs learn how to play sports. This fulfilled the mitzvah of LoTiteyn Michshol—
not placing a stumbling block, which is found in Leviticus 19:14. As a result of the experience, I realize how
fortunate I am. I will continue to volunteer after my bar mitzvah and plan to donate a portion of my bar mitzvah
gifts to Backyard Sports.
Gabby London
My name is Gabby London and I will be called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on November 10. I am the daughter
of Alexis and Jon London and I have a younger brother named Lucas. I am in eighth grade at Rye Middle School
and I enjoy softball, baking, and hanging out with friends. My Torah portion is called V ayeitzei from the Book
of Genesis. In my Torah portion, Jacob left his hometown of Beersheba and set out on a journey to Haran. The
first night of his long journey, he dreamed about a ladder connecting from where he was resting to heaven, and
angels going up and down. That was Jacob’s first sign that God was with him when he heard his voice. For my
mitzvah project, I volunteered for Soul Ryeders, a local organization that helps families who have been affected
by cancer. I helped tie pink ribbons around to support breast cancer awareness month. I also baked for Mondays
with Soul and cooked meals for families through Big Batch. I plan to continue volunteering for Soul Ryeders. It
is a really good feeling cooking and baking for others who are too sick, tired or weak to do it themselves.

Olivia Richard
My name is Olivia Richard and I will be called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on November 24. I am an eighth
grader at Blind Brook Middle School. I am the daughter of Tish and Michael Richard and have 2 older brothers,
Ethan, who is 18 and Josh who is 15. My Torah portion is V ayeishev from the Book of Genesis. In this chapter,
Joseph is the favored brother out of the others. His older brothers plot his death but instead send him to Egypt. In
Egypt, Joseph is sent to prison. For my mitzvah project, I volunteered at The Atria of Rye Brook and helped the
residents play Bingo on Monday nights and Word Challenge on Saturday mornings. I really enjoyed it and I will
continue to do this after my bat mitzvah.

www.comsynrye.org

9

SPECIAL EVENTS
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Thursday, November 1
10:00 am
Talmud with Training Wheels
11:30 am
SAJE—Offsite, The Phantom of the Opera
Friday, November 2
7:00 am
First Friday Torah Study—Offsite,
Le Pain Quotidien
9:15 am
ECC Shabbat
5:15 pm
Sharing Shabbat
5:45 pm
K—2 Shabbat Dinner
6:30 pm
Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 3
8:45 am
Torah Study Service
CJL Grades 3-6
CJL J-Life 6rh Grade—Family Artifact Day
11:15 am
Benjamin Mayer, bar mitzvah
Sunday, November 4
4:00 pm
Jewish Yoga
Monday, November 5
9:15 am
Baby Club
11:30 am
SAJE
2:00 pm
ECC Havdallah
6:15 pm
7th Grade & CSR Teens
8:00 pm
Board of Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, November 6
10:15 am
Toddler Time
Wednesday, November 7
3:30 pm
Koleinu
4:00 pm
CJL Grades K-7
7:30 pm
W on’t You Be My Neighbor?
Offsite—Church of Resurrection
8:00 pm
Band Rehearsal
Thursday, November 8
11:30 am
SAJE
Friday, November 9
9:15 am
ECC Shabbat
9:30 am
Rye Interfaith Women’s Group
6:30 pm
Shabbat Services
Saturday, November 10
All Day
CJL Closed for Veteran’s Day
8:45 am
Torah Study Service
5:00 pm
Gabriella London, bat mitzvah
Teen Band Rehearsal
Monday, November 12
All Day
Veteran’s Day
Office, ECC, CJL Closed for Veteran’s Day
Tuesday, November 13
10:15 am
Toddler Time
Wednesday, November 14
3:30 pm
Koleinu
4:00 pm
CJL Grades K-7
7:30 pm
W on’t You Be My Neighbor?—Offsite,
Rye Presbyterian Church
Thursday, November 15
9:00 am
Helping Hands Undie Fundie
10:00 am
Talmud with Training Wheels
7:00 pm
ECC Mom’s Night Out
7:15 pm
Atid Session 2
Friday, November 16
All Day
9:15 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

70th Anniversary Celebration Weekend
ECC Shabbat
To Life, To Life, Your Stories: Storytelling
Workshop for Parents & Grandparents
SAJE Workshop: Leaving Your Legacy & Lunch
Re-Soul for Shabbat
Shabbat Services with a Story

Saturday, November 17
All Day
70th Anniversary Celebration Weekend
8:45 am
Torah Study Service
CJL Grades 3-6
9:45 am
Tales with a Twist: Interactive Story Performance
with the CJL
11:00 am
Create Connections and Inspire Trust Through Story:
A Workshop For Teens
5:30 pm
CSR 70th Anniversary Platinum Gala
Sunday, November 18
3:30 pm
Teens Social Action
4:00 pm
Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
Monday, November 19
9:15 am
Baby Club
11:30 am
SAJE
2:00 pm
ECC Havdallah
6:15 pm
7th Grade & CSR Teens
8:00 pm
Ritual Committee Meeting
8:15 pm
COSY Meeting
Tuesday, November 20
10:15 am
Toddler Time
Wednesday, November 21
All Day
CJL Closed for Thanksgiving
11:45 am
ECC Early Dismissal
Thursday, November 22
All Day
Thanksgiving
ECC, Office Closed
Friday, November 23
All Day
Thanksgiving
ECC, Office Closed
6:30 pm
Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 24
All Day
CJL Closed for Thanksgiving
8:45 am
Torah Study service
11:00 am
Maxwell Coblenz, bar mitzvah—Offsite
5:00 pm
Olivia Richard, bat mitzvah
Monday, November 26
9:15 am
Baby Club
11:30 am
SAJE
2:00 pm
ECC Havdallah
6:15 pm
7th Grade & CSR Teens
8:00 pm
Executive Committee Meeting
Tuesday, November 27
10:15 am
Toddler Time
Wednesday, November 28
3:30 pm
Koleinu
4:00 pm
CJL Grades K-7
7:00 pm
Teen Band Rehearsal
Thursday, November 29
10:00 am
Talmud with Training Wheels
11:30 am
SAJE
6:30 pm
Mah Jongg
7:00 pm
B’nei Mitzvah Dads
7:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal
December Dilemma
Friday, November 30
9:00 am
ECC Chanukah
9:15 am
ECC Shabbat
6:30 pm
Shabbat Service

www.comsynrye.org
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HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS
Gus Uhry (1992–1994) z”l

Michael I. Stolzar (1998–2000)

Jay Greenfield (1994–1996)

During my term as President, the synagogue was in a state of
transition in three significant areas and the world and country
confronted major events.

Three out-of-the-ordinary events occurred during my term.
Each underscored the positive role that our synagogue played
in our lives.
First, after three decades of service, Rabbi Rothman
announced his retirement, effective July, 1997. The Rabbi
often said that he “comes with the building.” More accurately,
the building came with him. For many of our members, and for
much of the Westchester and Jewish worlds, Rabbi Rothman
and Community Synagogue were synonymous. Happily, much
of his legacy endures.
Second, during the Ten Days of Awe in 1994, there were some
ugly anti-Semitic incidents in Rye, including threats against
Rabbi Rothman’s life. Several members undertook, at their
own expense, to hire armed guards to protect our synagogue
and rabbi, and the community as a whole (including the Rye
Mayor, Police Chief and schools) made it clear that antiSemitism would not be tolerated. “Never Again” was put into
practice.
Third, Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated. A quickly planned,
well attended and moving memorial service was held at the
synagogue. It made me feel part of a proud Jewish community
that wanted the State of Israel to be a beacon of peace and
hope.

Gilbert A. Wang (1996–1998)
From the moment Rabbi Rothman summoned me to his office
in June 1995 to inform me he was planning to retire two years
later in June 1997, I knew that my Presidency was going to be
unique and exciting. Rabbi Rothman was our beloved rabbi for
over 30 years. He was singularly responsible for the growth of
the congregation from the 60s to the’90s. Community
Synagogue of Rye had become a vital part of the Jewish world
in Westchester county. The transition to a new rabbi was a
major milestone in the life of the congregation.
There were two tracks that had to be planned and executed; a
proper way to celebrate and honor Rabbi Rothman and a
search for and transition to a new rabbi. Even though I was not
being installed as President for a year, we immediately created
a rabbinic search committee and a committee to plan for the
celebrations.
Thanks to the wonderful people who served on these
committees, a new rabbi was selected; Rachel S. Mikva of
Chicago. The celebrations culminated with a spectacular gala
at the Rye Town Hilton. She was installed as our third rabbi in
October, 1997.
I was lucky to serve as President during these exciting years
and got to know both rabbis, who became and still are my dear
friends. It was a thrilling two years and I was proud to lead the
congregation during this time.
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At the synagogue, we were adjusting to a new rabbi and had
begun a search for a cantor. By the end of my term, the fund
raising and beginning of plans to demolish the old mansion
that housed our religious school, were in place. An
architectural firm that inspected the mansion informed us that
unless we demolished, the soaking of water through its
foundation would lead to its collapse. The fundraising
campaign to build a new religious school began during my
presidency and was completed at the end. A dedicated
committee met with the architect at least twice a month. We
accepted final plans for the new religious school which, I
believe, was a substantial accomplishment and enabled us to
continue educating our religious school children.
Just as we dealt with changes and challenges, so did the world.
In Indonesia, an earthquake and tsunami killed over 800
people. In Iran, missiles aimed at Syria landed within 3 miles
of US troops. Terrorist groups, particularly in Germany, were
beginning to be formed. On a positive note, a US satellite with
astronauts aboard circled the moon and returned to earth
successfully.

Janet F. Meyers (2000–2002)
When I began my service as President in 2000, Jonathan
Comisar began his service to the synagogue as Cantor.
Architectural plans were also being developed for Community
synagogue’s new Early Childhood Center and Center for
Jewish Learning. A major congregation fundraising effort and
other financing options were initiated.
The following year, the synagogue became a participant in
synagogue 2000, a trans-denominational program that helped
synagogues rethink their approach to concepts such as worship
and Jewish study. Then the 9/11 tragedy impacted the greater
Rye community with grief and personal loss. In Rye alone, 15
residents went to work on 9/11/2001 and never returned. The
synagogue held an interfaith memorial and healing service.
In 2002, Rachel Mikva, the synagogue’s third rabbi, decided to
return to academia after serving five years.

In 1961, a new structure was erected
adjacent to the mansion to house the
sanctuary, social hall and some religious
school classrooms. The mansion
became largely a school building.

HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS
Sanford Goldstein (2002–2004)
I became President of Community Synagogue of Rye in May,
2002. The attack on the World Trade Center was still fresh in
everyone’s mind. Rabbi Rachel Mikva had told us that she
would be leaving her position at the end of June, 2003. We
embarked on a rabbinic search. A campaign to replace the old
mansion and build a new building to house our nursery and
religious schools had been going on for a couple of years. We
needed to complete the fund raising to pay for the project and
have the plans finished so we could begin the demolition of the
mansion and the construction of the new building.
There were lots of challenges to overcome: searching for a
new rabbi, finding contributions, planning construction, along
with the everyday running of the synagogue. Along with a
great executive committee, and tremendous support from the
past presidents and the entire congregation, I began my tenure
as President.
After an exhaustive search, we hired Daniel Gropper as our
fourth senior rabbi. Rabbi Gropper arrived in Rye in July, 2003
at the beginning of the demolition of the mansion and the
beginning of the construction of the Weissman Family
Education Building. By the time I left office in May, 2004,
Rabbi Gropper was about to complete his first year as our
Rabbi and the new building was well under way.
1970 saw the first of many
congregational trips to Israel, followed
by youth trips there beginning in 1972.

David Hessekiel (2006–2008)
Time, temperament and fate define the tenures of temple
presidents. Some are remembered as builders, some as great
fundraisers and some leave a legacy in the clergy and
professional staff they helped hire. And some—like me—are
people who serve at a time of relative stability. I consider
myself especially blessed that my time at the helm was not
characterized by monumental challenges.
That’s not to say that we didn’t have “stuff” to deal with.
There was the great parking lot/Saturday program timing
debate—who knew people could get so upset about changing
start times by 15 minutes? There was the board meeting at
which concerns were raised that lay leaders (meaning me!)
were too casually dressed when making announcements at
Shabbat services. (Nothing a blue blazer couldn’t fix.)
By far the biggest issue was where to hold High Holy Day
services. After many years at the Rye Town Hilton, we were
abruptly informed by the hotel’s management that we were out
because, ironically, another Jewish group had outbid us. So
began a search for a new home that could handle our space,
parking, financial and programmatic needs. Fortunately, an
incredible group of volunteers rose to the occasion and found
us a terrific home at Purchase College.
Thank you for the privilege of having served this congregation,
which has meant so much to me and my family. And a huge
“Todah Rabah” to the amazing fellow volunteers, clergy and
staff who’ve made wonderful things happen over the last 70
years.

In 1974 the sanctuary was expanded and
class rooms added.

Judy Greenfield (2004–2006)
The Reform Movement changed my life. My brother and male
cousins had bar mitzvahs, but Jewish education for girls was
secondary. At Community Synagogue, our three children Susan,
Mark, and Ben became b’nai mitzvah and confirmands. Rabbi
Rothman asked me to lead a book club and drew me into
synagogue life. I learned Hebrew, chanted from the Torah during
an adult b’nai mitzvah and became a confirmand.

others worked hard.
Whenever something had to be done, volunteers stepped up and
did it well and with grace.

A successful Capital Campaign enabled renovating the sanctuary
and building the Weissman Family Education Building that
included religious and nursery school classrooms, clergy offices,
a library, and a room that became home for a youth lounge as
I was asked to become synagogue president. A friend advised: well newly founded SAJE group. After participating in a Reform
“as long as you plan to have fun with it, do it.” My husband Jay, Movement pilot program, we chose to replace Gates of Prayer
who had been synagogue president 10 years before, encouraged with Mishkan T’filah–A Reform Siddur.
me.
I am grateful to Community Synagogue for helping me build a
2004 saw the introduction of Facebook, but here we fostered real, fulfilling Jewish life.
not virtual community. Our new rabbi, Daniel Gropper, full of
energy and new ideas, made the job exciting and fun. Cantor
Continued on page 16
Comisar spread musical joy. Administrators Gingold and
Goldberg and Educators Landes and Zelman were dedicated
professionals. Employees, board members, committee chairs, and
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ADULT EDUCATION
Talmud with Training Wheels
The Talmud is one of the foundational texts of Judaism.
However, many of us may not feel like experts when it comes
to this vital canon. In fact, it can be said that more than we are
biblical Jews, we are rabbinic Jews following the laws and
guidelines set out in the Talmud. Together we will explore the
history and structure of the Talmud and rabbinic thought as
well as the rabbis’ profound insights into human nature. No
prior experience required!

First Friday Torah Study at 7 am
Next session: November 2
at Le Pain Quotidien
30 Purchase St, Rye

Talmud with Training Wheels Dates
Select Thursdays at 10:00 am.

Interested in attending? Please email clergy assistant
Jon Rekedal at clergyassistant@comsynrye.org.
Jon will let you know where the class is being held.

The monthly Torah study sessions are designed to allow
working members of the synagogue to squeeze in some Torah
study before the start of the workday. They are held on the first
Friday morning of the month and last roughly an hour. Torah
texts are also available for use.
We hope you can join us (no RSVP required, just come).

CSR Book Club

Every other month, Rabbi Leora Frankel facilitates interesting discussions over wine, cheese, and
other creative snacks as we explore the layers of a novel while connecting them to relevant and
relatable Jewish texts.
The next CSR Book Club meeting is TBA
The book will be W here the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Everyone is welcome!
Interested in attending?
Please RSVP to clergyassistant@comsynrye.org.
Have questions? Please email Jacey Taub at Jaceyg@aol.com.

Film Class with Cantor Cooperman
Every month, Cantor Melanie Cooperman screens a Jewish film. Dinner and
discussion included.
The Big Lebowski (1998) will be playing in December—date and time TBA.
Directed by the Coen Brothers
Jeff “The Dude” Lebowski, mistaken for a millionaire of the same name, seeks
restitution for his ruined rug and enlists his bowling buddies to help get it.

Everyone is welcome! Interested in attending?
Please contact clergyassistant@comsynrye.org.
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ADULT EDUCATION
Empty Nest—Full Life Team
Adults who value Jewish Connection

You “launched” your kids and now, with them (mostly) not
living at home you are a free bird. We welcome you to the
Empty Nest— Full Life (ENFL) group. If you are someone
who values connection to your Jewish community, we invite
you to get involved in a way that speaks to you.
Stay Active! Be Happy!
New ideas and opportunities are always welcome and can
be sent to CSRemptynesters@gmail.com.

SAJE (SENIOR ACTIVITIES IN A JEWISH ENVIRONMENT)
Brenda Wilkin• SAJE@comsynrye.org
SAJE is designed to provide social and educational opportunities to active seniors in our community. The group meets
every Monday and Thursday. Thursday includes lunch after the program. You are always welcome to bring a friend..
Thursday, November 1
Phantom of the Opera–off site: Westchester
Broadway Theatre in Elmsfor d, NY. For tickets,
please contact Iris Sampliner at 914-939-0349.

Friday, November 16 (Note Friday, not Thursday)
Storyteller, Eva Grayzel, will conduct a special wor kshop on
leaving our legacy through stories. We’ll practice shaping and
sharing both our personal stories for future generations as well as
communal memories of CSR as we mark our 70th year. SAJE
Monday, November 5
Sharing More of Our Stories: Andi Hessekiel, a fr eelance members and any other adults are invited.
writer and writing coach, has led sessions for SAJE each year for Monday, November 19
over a decade. She uses simple prompts that jog your memory Book Review of The Great Escape: SAJE member Harry Mix
and guide you to write about your life. Andi’s warm feedback will lead us in a lively session. The book, by Kati Marton,
helps us get in touch with the writer that lives inside of us and depicts the story of nine Hungarian Jews (all from Budapest)
shared stories stimulate great conversation among us. This who fled Hitler and changed the world. Those nine included 4
session is open to anyone who cares to join us–as a listener or as scientists, 2 movie producers, 2 photographers and 1 writer. It is
a storyteller. This month’s prompt: “Thanksgiving at our house a pragmatic story filled with friendship, betrayal and death.
was ___________________.”
Thursday, November 22
Thursday, November 8
No SAJE–Closed for Thanksgiving
Post-Election Reflections: SAJ E member Herb Blecker will
Monday, November 26
lead a discussion on the results of the election that takes place on
The History of Rye: Paul Hicks, a gr eat wr iter and histor ian
November 6 throughout the country. Herb has spoken at SAJE
and longtime Rye native and researcher extraordinaire will be
on several occasions, and is capable of leading the kind if
looking into Rye’s fascinating past including the history of Jews
discussion that will inevitably take place two days after the big
of Westchester.
election. He is on the Board of the AJC and has presented
Thursday, November 29
overviews of his world travels on behalf of that organization.
Nadav Schackman, New Israel Emissary in Westchester, has
Monday, November 12
worked in the field of Jewish education for more than 10 years.
No SAJE-Closed for Veteran’s Day
He has served as the National Director of “Telem” the youth
department of the Jewish Reform movement in Israel and was an
Emissary to Melbourne, Australia for the Progressive Jewish
community and the Reform youth movement “Netzer Olami.”
www.comsynrye.org
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HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS

Susan Rudolph (2008–2010)
Wall Street faced a devastating crisis, and the economic
recession deepened as the jobless rate climbed above 10%.
Facing the prospect of a serious revenue shortfall, the newly
created Budget Review Committee studied our financial status
and recommended approaches to cutting costs. Even with
creative expense reductions, we faced a serious predicament.
After extensive deliberations, the Trustees instituted a $100.00
assessment to make up the deficit.
While we slogged through the challenges of remaining
financially healthy, we can savor some significant memories.
 Welcomed Cantor Dan Mutlu
 Instituted Green Tuesday by closing the synagogue in the
evening to be economically and environmentally prudent
 Embraced technology by changing our web site server and
using Constant Contact
 Reviewed and restructured measures to ensure our safety
 Created Committee Charters to fine-tune the functioning
of our committee structure
 Reviewed the Bylaws to accurately reflect operational
processes
 Increased involvement of an ECC Council and Parent
Organization
 Selected as one of six congregations of any denomination
in the NY/Westchester/Long Island area to participate in a
study and receive consultative services from Measuring
Success
In my 2008 installation speech, I talked about having a dream:
“We must carefully explore and consider the possibility of
renovating the structure that houses our sanctuary, social hall,
and Oneg Shabbat room in order to provide communal space
that is more multi-functional and to create worship space that
is flexible and appropriate for each occasion.” I am filled with
joy this became a reality in the year when we are celebrating
CSR’s 70th anniversary.

Alan Shepard (2010–2012)
The year was 2010 and I was taking on the position of
President of Community Synagogue of Rye. Our nation and
our community were still feeling the effects of the “Great
Recession.” While the Dow Jones was recovering from an over
50% drop from 2007 to 2009, the unemployment rate was
almost 10% when I became President.
This economic situation was felt within our CSR community.
My predecessor, Susan Rudolph, started efforts to cut spending
and increase revenue. By 2012, our A/R had reached $600,000
or nearly 25% of our synagogue budget. But the herculean
efforts of Bill Walsh, our Financial Secretary and Laurie
Frolich, our Treasurer, got us on a path toward financial
stability, reducing A/R by over 90%!
In 2011, our cantor, Daniel Mutlu moved to Congregation
Beth-Israel in Houston and we had the good fortune to hire
Melanie Cooperman. In 2012, with a special endowment, we
were able to bring on our then Rabbinic Intern, Leora Frankel,
as Assistant Rabbi. I look back on both events with particular
fondness and delight.
Toward the end of my tenure, we started discussions with
architects and funding consultants on a potential renovation of
CSR. My successor, Karen Cherney Zaltz continued the
process, which led to our spectacularly renovated space.
On a personal note, these two years began a new chapter in my
Jewish journey. I had attended Saturday morning Torah study
services for years. My wife Jean and I started to attend Friday
evening Shabbat services on a regular basis, which we have
continued ever since.

Karen Cherney Zaltz (2012–2014)
The focus of my tenure was to build community while
maintaining our individual differences. To sustain a local
synagogue, we needed to respond to the changing needs of
Jewish communities today. This required us to be aware of
differences in family life, methods of learning, styles of worship,
and simply, why people join synagogues. In the world, President
Obama began his second term, Israel launched a military
operation in Gaza called “Operation Pillar of Defense,” at home
we had Hurricane Sandy–knocking out power to CSR for a few
weeks.

Formal steps forward for the renovation of our building took
place at this time. This included a feasibility study to determine
how much money could be raised for a capital campaign and the
hiring of architects to initiate drawings to match our vision and
purpose of newly imagined space. The guiding principles of the
renovation were set:
 For the continuation of a Jewish community in this part of
Westchester
 To address the significant needs of an aging building
 To the creation of spiritually inspired spaces that originate
from listening to our community and understanding that we
As a community we recognized a reimagined religious school
now worship and learn differently
and a second rabbi. Leadership of the Synagogue moved towards
trustees working hard in small groups at our board meetings to  The creation of pride of place
make bold decisions for our congregation.
Here we are at 70 years! Hoping all feel that sense of pride.
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HONORING PAST PRESIDENTS

Gerald Cohen (2014–2016)

Laurie Frolich (2016–2018)

As I said in my first bulletin column on becoming President in
2014, many told me I should have my head examined to
undertake the role. Four and a half years later, I can look back
at my term and assess whether I or the prognosticators were
right in terms of measuring fool-hardiness.

If I had to sum up my term as President of Community
Synagogue of Rye in two words they would be: Embrace
Change. Almost from the moment I became President, our
congregation began a series of wonderful transformations that
challenged us in new and exciting ways.

At the end of the day, I know this venture was worth the effort.
When considering whether to take the path to the presidency, I
thought about the synagogue community–I believed it to be the
foundation and core value system on which Judaism is based.
During my two years, I often quoted Rabbi Alexander
Schindler, “the Synagogue is where Jews are made, where the
individual soul and the community are joined. It is the place
where seeds of Jewish identity are sown. Only the Synagogue
creates Jews, child by child, family by family….”

While still in the midst of our Kadima Capital Campaign, we
began the process of relocating our offices, sanctuary and
worship spaces to other venues. Due to the good relationships
we shared with other local synagogues, we were able to
accommodate all of our b’nei mitzvah families. We moved our
regular worship services to the Rye Presbyterian Church,
where we received a warm and caring welcome.

Thus, we began working on a renovation that would reflect the
physical and spiritual needs of the congregation. Recognizing
that almost every aspect of synagogue life had changed
dramatically from our founding, our Building Committee was
asked to be bold and reflective in determining how our
congregants’ needs would best be met. I hope you agree with
me that the resulting rejuvenation and modernizing is vital to
our sustainability and a reflection of who we are as a sacred
community.
I am grateful I had the opportunity to make so many new
friends who shared the common vision in bringing our
synagogue community closer to the way we pray, meet and
study in the 21st century.

Just when things were calming down, we found ourselves
seeking a new Executive Director and one who would be
flexible enough to work in a construction trailer! Our efforts
were rewarded with Glynis Conyer, who joined us in 2018,
and made our lives much easier. Also during this time, with
retiring’s and new hiring’s, we reimagined our CJL
educational model, rebuilt our ECC playground, reinvigorated
our youth group and kept our eyes on the prize of rebuilding
our spiritual home.
Thanks in large measure to the dedication and flexibility of our
clergy, professional staff, and the generosity of lay leaders and
congregants, we emerged at the end of this term as a stronger
and more cohesive community, ready to rededicate our new
sanctuary under the capable leadership of Sue Zeitlin, and
begin the process of building a bright future in our new home.

Susan Zeitlin (2018–2020)
My experience as president for the past 5 months has been truly
exhilarating. I have learned and experienced so much about who
we are as a community. I am in awe of our dedicated members
who are passionate about our synagogue and who volunteer so
much energy, talent and money to all aspects of CSR.
In addition to the reopening of our renovated space, one of the
major highlights of my term so far, was marching our Torah
scrolls home from Rye Presbyterian Church to Community
Synagogue. The singing, dancing and overall ruach (spirit) as we
returned was overwhelming and beautiful. To see the excitement
and pride that our members demonstrated was heartwarming. But
equally beautiful, was the participation from the wider
community–our friends at Rye Presbyterian Church who so
warmly welcomed us, the many local and national political
leaders who proudly attended, and Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the
president of our reform movement who honored us with his
presence at the celebration. As Rabbi Jacobs told us, our
synagogue’s relationship with the greater Rye community is
something that can be a model for others.

While the world around us seems to be in turmoil currently, our
synagogue community remains a strong, stable, safe place for us
all to come together.
I sincerely hope you will join us at our upcoming gala on
November 17 to celebrate our 70th anniversary and honor all of
our past presidents. We will have a renowned storyteller, Eva
Grayzel, joining us for the weekend, who will help congregants
of all ages share their stories (it’s not too late to send your story
to me!). Also in November, we will be continuing our series with
the Rye Interfaith community called “Won’t You Be My
Neighbor” and on November 18, we will have our annual Rye
interfaith Thanksgiving service. We have a lot to be thankful for
and these are more great ways for our community to come
together.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
CANTOR COOPERMAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Debbi Baden in memory of Florence & Philip Kimball
Amy, Ellen & Brian Kabcenell and families in appreciation for
the unveiling of Vivian & Jack Kabcenell
Elaine Lerner
Michele & Neil Fredman in memory of Marion Likoff
In memory of Marion Likoff with the appreciation of
Laurie Frolich, Susan Rothman & Mark Likoff
DAVID & IRIS SAMPLINER YOUTH LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT FUND
Elaine Lerner
HESED
Elaine Lerner
KADIMA CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Ardsley High School’s Sunshine Club in memory of
Marion Likoff
Fredda, Eric & Sandy Berger in memory of Stephen Berger
Danielle Rudolph & Richard Cohen in memory of
Abby Rudolph
Susan & Gary Taplin in memory of Marion Likoff
Susan Cicelsky
Carol & Gerald Cohen in memory of Marion Likoff
Vivian Linder in memory of
Marion Likoff and Joseph Salih, father of
Vivian Linder
MICHAEL GINSBERG MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
Fern & Howard Bindelglass in memory of Meyer Bindelglass

RABBI FRANKEL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Rosey & Stuart Rudnick
Elaine Lerner
Amanda & Matthew Witheiler in honor of
their daughter Madeline’s baby naming
In memory of Marion Likoff with the appreciation of
Laurie Frolich, Susan Rothman & Mark Likoff
RABBI GROPPER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Arielle & Jon Jachman in memory of Peter Davidson
Linda & Lewis Nieberg in memory of Frank Kassed
Joan & Lee Frank in memory of Florence Werdann
Leslie & Michael Goldschmidt in appreciation
for the blessing on their 50th wedding anniversary
Elaine Lerner
Roberta & Peter Gottlieb in appreciation for
“Spirits in the Sukkah” with Art Shamsky
Susan Sayle in memory of Kenneth Sayle
Amy & Lenard Futterman in honor of
Alyssa Futterman and Jonathan Gold’s wedding
In memory of Marion Likoff with the appreciation of
Laurie Frolich, Susan Rothman & Mark Likoff
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND
Avery Gershwin in appreciation to Rabbi Gropper,
Cantor Cooperman and Glynis Conyer for helping to make her
bat mitzvah such a special occasion
SENIOR ACTIVITIES IN A JEWISH ENVIRONMENT
(SAJE) FUND
Edith Halpern in honor of the new coordinator, Brenda Wilkin
Leonard August in memory of Rudy Krauss
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STEVEN HARRY KLEIN MEMBERSHIP FUND
Robin & Peter Klein in memory of Steven Klein
SYNAGOGUE FUND
Elaine Lerner
YAHRZEIT FUND
Margot & Richard De Sevo in memory of Gertrude De Sevo
Charlene Waldman in memory of Adele Waldman
Debra & Stephen Sherman in memory of Mildred Sherman
Rosey & Stuart Rudnick in memory of Joseph Rudnick
Arnold Handwerger in memory of Ida Kessler
Elaine Lerner
Les Danish in memory of Helen Stockfield
Amy & Lenard Futterman in memory of Gertrude Wisot, Julius
Wisot, Rose Resnick & Stanley Futterman
Amy & Lenard Futterman in memory of Steven Caley

Happy Thanksgiving from
The CSR Team!

Community Synagogue of Rye is a caring Jewish
community that seeks to add meaning and purpose to
your life.

To Donna and Bill DeLynn
on the birth of their second
granddaughter Brielle Maya
Regenstreich

Inspired by Jewish teachings and traditions, we seek
to be a center for spiritual transformation; to foster
the creation of sacred relationships; and to give
people the tools and resources to be God’s partner in
healing the world.
This vision is guided by our commitment to the
Jewish values of Worship (T’filah), Lifelong
Learning (Talmud Torah), Community (Kehilah),
Loving Kindness (Hesed), Repairing the World
(Tikkun Olam) and Love of Israel (Ahavat Yisrael).
CLERGY AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Rabbi ..................................... …...Daniel B. Gropper
Rabbi ..................................... …...Leora Frankel
Cantor.................................... …...Melanie Cooperman
Rabbi Emeritus...................... ..….Robert A. Rothman
Executive Director .. ............. ...…Glynis Conyer
CJL Director.......................... …...Amy Rosenbaum
Director of Youth Engagement….Yael Farber
ECC Director ........................ …...Dale Oberlander
SAJE Coordinator ................. …...Brenda Wilkin
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Officers
President................................ Susan Zeitlin
Executive Vice President. ..... Irene Metz
Vice President ....................... Jackie Kabot
Vice President ....................... Jeff Cammisa
Vice President ....................... Michael Bertisch
Treasurer ............................... Shara Kimmel
Financial Secretary………….Seth Rosenfield
Recording Secretary .............. Michele Fredman
Immediate Past President ...... Laurie Frolich
Trustees
Felicia DePaola, Stephen Fisch, Andrea Atkins
Hessekiel, Abby Katz, Pam Kerlan, Deborah Lewis,
Lloyd Mallah, Jeff Moroch, Julie Schuster, Jamie
Schutzer, Mark Singer, Ben Slavin, Danielle TaggerEpstein, Jacey Taub, Diana Tapper, Cindy Valk-Danish,
Lauren Wolman, and Dana Zimmerman
WRJ/Sisterhood Leadership
Brianne Goldstein and Janet Meyers

COSY Presidents

Amber Hufford and Caroline McCormack
COMMUNITY NEWS STAFF
Editor…………………………………....Joanne Steinhart
Layout and Design……………………....Jeff Frumess
Layout and Design Consultant…………..Jeff Cammisa

CONDOLENCES
When Cherished ties are broken, our burden of
sadness is made lighter by the sympathy and
comfort of friends.
Our congregation mourns the passing of:
Susan Komitor, sister of Robert Komitor (3rd)
Thelma Komitor, mother of Robert Komitor (2nd)
Marion Likoff, mother of Laurie Frolich (2nd)
Aaron Belkin, nephew of Susan Taplin (2nd)

We mourn those who were massacred at
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh:
Melvin Wax
Irving Younger
Jerry Rabinowitz
Cecil Rosenthal
David Rosenthal
Rose Mallinger
Bernice Simon
Sylvan Simon
Daniel Stein
Joyce Fienberg
Richard Gottfried
May their memories be a blessing.
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CONTACT US
Main 914-967-6262
ECC 914-967-7698
CJL 914-967-7598
Fax 914-940-6552
www.comsynrye.org
info@comsynrye.org

Community Synagogue of Rye has a variety of funds which
are used to enrich our congregation.
You may wish to make a contribution in honor or in memory
of someone or to celebrate a joyous occasion (birth, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, Confirmation, wedding, anniversary). The funds are
listed on the right.
I (We) wish to make a special contribution of $
to the

Fund.



In Honor of
Occasion



In Memory of
Relationship
Donor’s Name (s)
Donor’s Address
Donor’s Phone
Donor’s Email
Please send an acknowledgement note to:
Name
Address

Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the law. Please mail and
make checks payable to Community Synagogue of Rye.

Endowment Funds

David & Iris Sampliner Youth Leadership Development Fund
Etz Ha Dorot Endowment (Special Projects) Fund
Goodkind Scholar-in-Residence Fund
The Obrasky (Elder Transportation to CSR) Fund
Pond & Beyond (Grounds Improvement) Fund
Reform Jewish Commitment (RJC) Fund
Victor & Marjorie Wolder (Annual Adult Education Program)
Fund in memory of Herbert Millman
Victor & Marjorie Wolder Joy of Living (Annual Joyous
Community Event) Fund

Restricted Funds

Adult Education (Cecele Fraenkel Memorial) Fund
Beautification Fund
Cantor Cooperman’s Discretionary Fund
Camp/Israel Trip Fund for Teens
Early Childhood Center Enrichment Fund
Grayer Teen Initiative Fund
Hesed (Caring Community) Fund
Israel Action Fund
Kadima Capital Campaign Fund
Kol Nashim (Women’s Programming) Fund
Marilyn Zelman Early Childhood Center Scholarship Fund
Michael Ginsberg Memorial Library Fund
PJ Library® Fund
Prayer Book Fund
Rabbi Frankel’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Gropper’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Religious School Special Education Fund
SAJE (Senior Activities in a Jewish Environment) Fund
Social Action Fund
Steven Harry Klein Membership Fund
Synagogue Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
Learn more about these funds at comsynrye.org/csr-funds

