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GOODKIND  SCHOLAR -IN-RESIDENCE  WEEKEND  

W ITH  RABBI  KARYN  KEDAR  

òFINDING  M EANING  AND  PURPOSEó   

Rabbi Karyn Kedar is an author, poet, spiritual counselor, inspirational speaker and the senior rabbi at Congregation Bõnai 

Jehoshua Beth Elohim in Deerfield, IL. Her published books include òGod Whispers: Stories of the Souló, òLessons of the 

Heartó, òThe Dance of the Dolphin: Finding Prayeró, òPerspective and Meaning in the Stories of Our Livesó, and òThe 

Bridge to Forgiveness: Stories and Prayers for Finding God and Restoring Wholenessó, and òOmer: A Counting.ó She is 

also published in numerous anthologies and has created liturgy, rituals and ceremonies. 

 

Friday Nov. 11 at 6:30 pm 

Join us for a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 pm. Dinner reservations ($20 per adult/$10 per child with a 

maximum per family of $50) may be made at http://tinyurl.com/zuhgw55 or by check, made 

payable to Community Synagogue of Rye.  
 

Friday Nov. 11 at 7:45 pm 

Shabbat Services; Rabbi Kedar will speak on òEvolving: The Five Stages of Life.ó 

 

Saturday Nov. 12 at 8:45 am 

Torah Study 
 

Saturday Nov. 12 at 10:30 am 

Brunch and Learn; Rabbi Kedar will speak on òFinding Purpose: Developing Your Personal Mission Statement.ó 

FOUR SYNAGOGUES ENGAGE WITH ISRAEL: FOUNDATIONS FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP 

THURSDAYS BEGINNING NOVEMBER 3, 2016 FROM 7:00ð9:30 pm   
 

$50 materials cost. Exact locations and times given upon registration.  

Register by October 31 via clergyassistant@comsynrye.org 

See page 7 for more information  

Friday & Saturday, November 11-12, 2016 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

FIRST FRIDAY TORAH STUDY AT 7 AM 
 

The monthly Torah study sessions are designed to allow 

working members of the synagogue to squeeze in some Torah 

study before the start of the workday. They are held on the first 

Friday morning of the month and last roughly an hour. Bagels 

& beverages are kindly provided by the Menôs Club. Torah 

texts are also available for use.  
 

We hope you can join us (no RSVP required, just come).    

COSY President 
Rachel Rubin 

MAZAL TOV ˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

To Rabbi Leora Frankel and Andrew Sage on the birth of 

their daughter, Judith Abigail Sage. 

Ian & Alison Katz 

Rye Brook, NY  

 

Edward & Binh-Minh Sobol 

Benjamin & Oliver  

Rye, NY  

 

Maurice & Hanna Poplausky  

Jenna, Dina & Elan 

Rye Brook, NY  

 

 

Rafael & Claire Steinberg 

Jack 

Rye, NY  

 

Jonathan & Emily Borell 

Lily  

Rye, NY  

 

Adam & Eva Cole 

Gabriella & Maya 

Rye, NY  



Wednesday, November 2 

3:30 pm                      CSA 

4:00 pm                      CJL Grades K-7 

Thursday, November 3 

10:00 am                    Daytime Torah Study 

11:30 am                    SAJE 

6:15/8:00 pm              Empty Nest Movie NightðñWaltz With Bashirò 

7:30 pm                      iEngage Class (off-site) 

8:00 pm                      High Holy Day Task Force  

Friday, November 4 

7:00 am                      First Friday Torah Study 

5:15 pm                      Sharing Shabbat & Hot Shot Shabbat 

6:30 pm                      Shabbat Services 

Saturday, November 5 

8:30 am                      6th Grade Trip to Lower East Side Tenement Museum  

8:45 am                      Torah Study Service 

                                   CJL Grades 3-6 (6th Grade on trip) 

9:00 am                      Jewish Engagement Team  (JET) Meeting  

11:15 am                    Austin Harvey, bar mitzvah 

5:00 pm                      Joshua Kaminsky, bar mitzvah  

Sunday, November 6 

9:30 am                      Jewish Yoga 

12:00 pm                    CSR Teens Social Action Sunday (off-site) 

Monday, November 7 

11:30 am                    SAJE 

6:15 pm                      CJL 7th Grade and CSR Teens (8-10) 

8:00 pm                      Ritual Committee Meeting 

                                   Green Team Meeting 

Wednesday, November 9 

9:00 am                      ECC Parent Association Meeting 

3:30 pm                      CSA 

4:00 pm                      CJL Grades K-7 

Thursday, November 10 

10:00 am                    The Hidden Influence in Our Bible  

11:30 am                    SAJE 

7:15 pm                      ATID  

7:00 pm                      iEngage Class  

                                   ECC Parent Association Momôs Night Out (off-site) 

Friday, November 11 (ECC Closed) 

6:30 pm                     Shabbat Dinner (Reservations Required) 

7:45 pm                     Shabbat ServicesðScholar-in-Residence Rabbi Kedar   

Saturday, November 12 

8:45 am                      Torah Study Service with Rabbi Kedar  

                                   CJL Grades 3-6 

                                   I-Select for CJL 5th Grade, and  

 Chavurah 5th & 6th Grades  

10:30 am                    Brunch & Learn with Rabbi Kedar 

Monday, November 14 

11:30 am                    SAJE 

6:15 pm                      CJL 7th Grade and CSR Teens (8-10) 

7:00 pm                      J-Life 7th Grade with Betty Knoop  

8:15 pm                      Board of Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, November 15  

8:30 am                      ECC Book Fair Begins 

Wednesday, November 16  

8:30 am                      ECC Book Fair 

3:30 pm                     CSA 

4:00 pm                     CJL Grades K-7 

7:30 pm                     Empty Nest Full-Life Team Meeting                      

Thursday, November 17  

8:30 am                      ECC Book Fair Last Day  

10:00 am                    Daytime Torah Study 

11:30 am                    SAJE 

6:00 pm                     ECC Pajama Night  

7:00 pm                     Mah Jongg 

                                   iEngage Class 

7:30 pm                     Choir Rehearsal  

NOVEMBER 2016 CALENDAR 

Friday, November 18 

7:45 pm                      Shabbat Services with Choir 

Saturday, November 19 

8:45 am                       Torah Study Service 

                                    CJL Grades 3-6 

                                    J-Life 3rd Grade 

11:15 am                     Jordyn Erenfryd, bat mitzvah  

7:30 pm                       Kol Hazzanim Concert at Beth El Synagogue  

 Center in New Rochelle  

Sunday, November 20 

4:00 pm                       Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at  

 Resurrection Chapel 

Monday, November 21 

11:30 am                     SAJE 

6:15 pm                       CJL 7th Grade and CSR Teens (8-10) 

8:00 pm                       Executive Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, November 23 (CJL Closed) 

11:45 am                      ECC early dismissal  

Thursday, November 24 (ECC, CJL, Office Closed, No SAJE) 

Thanksgiving Day 

Friday, November 25 (ECC, Office Closed) 

6:30 pm                      Shabbat Services  

Saturday, November 26 (CJL Closed) 

8:45 am                       Torah Study Service 

Monday, November 28 

11:30 am                     SAJE 

6:15 pm                       CJL 7th Grade and CSR Teens (8-10) 

Wednesday, November 30 

4:00 pm                       CJL Grades K-7 
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LIVE VIDEO STREAMING 
 

Community Synagogue of Rye provides live video streaming for 

Friday evening and holiday services. To access the live video stream 

visit  www.comsynrye.org/live-video-streaming.  

On the First Friday of each month and 

on holiday weekends, services will 

begin at 6:30 pm. All other Friday 

evening services will begin at 7:45 pm. 

Shabbat Services for 5777! 
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INSIDE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF RYE 

THIS MONTH, VOTE!  AND GIVE THANKS 

Dear Friends, 
 

I write this in mid-October as I, still on crutches, watch my family build our sukkah. As we placed the 

schach (organic covering) on the roof, something dawned on me. Like a sukkah, a congregation is 

constructed of many different branches woven together: the young, the old, the rich and the poor, the 

married and the unmarried, single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jewish spouses. The 

broader the sukkahôs reach, the more tightly its branches are woven, the stronger it stands. 
 

These branches also include those with different political leaningsðconservative, liberal, Republican, 

Democratic, Libertarian, Green or other. These make up the totality of a congregation. Thank goodness we 

are not monolithic in our thinking; nor, for that matter, is any Jewish community. Jokes abound that with 

two Jews you get three opinions. Even our Talmud, the core source of Jewish law, considers the minority 

opinion in its deliberations, as long as those debates and disagreements are done lôshem shamayimðfor the 

sake of heaven, for a higher and holy purpose. 
 

A well known secular example of this type of passionate yet respectful dialogue took place in Washington in the 1980s. House 

Speaker Tip OôNeill and President Ronald Reagan were fierce ideological foes. OôNeill, an Irish-Catholic from Boston, was a 

staunch liberal. Reagan was a Protestant from Illinois before becoming a Republican Governor of California. OôNeill once called 

Reagan ñHerbert Hoover with a smile,ò and referred to Reaganôs plan to cut benefits for early retirees as a ñdespicableò and ñrotten 

thing to do.ò Reagan in turn accused OôNeill of liberal demagoguery. After this particular disagreement, President Reagan phoned 

the Speaker of the House to clear the air. OôNeill famously replied: ñOld buddy, thatôs politicsðafter 6 oôclock we can be friends; 

but before 6, itôs politics.ò 
 

People can disagree, argue, stand for different things and still be civil and respectful. They can even be friends who help each other 

to grow and be better. 
 

I believe that the synagogueðone of the last truly democratic places in our countryðmust be a safe space. It is here where we can 

disagree, argue, stand for different things and then, we can still pray and study side by side. 
 

How might we do this? How might we elevate the conversation? How can we share our perspectives honestly and openly without 

worrying that by offending someone we might jeopardize the relationship? How can we exercise our right to free speech in a way 

this is wise, kind, and informed by our belief that all people are created in Godôs image? What would it look like? What would it 

sound like? 
 

As a new American, this will be the first time I will cast a ballot. One of the most important rights we have as Americans is the right 

to vote. It is a right that we must not take for granted, a right that is doubly precious because it has been ours so rarely in Jewish 

history. 
 

Historically, around 90% of all eligible Jews vote in federal and local elections. This action magnifies our role in American political 

life. We are able to assert our values, protect our interests and defend the rights of all Americans because of our participation in the 

democratic process.  
 

On November 8, each of us will go to the polls and will vote our conscience. I feel blessed to live in a country where everyone can 

have their own opinion and can vote for whomever they feel would be best to lead us. Regardless of what the headlines read on 

November 9, I count my blessings that come January, there will be a peaceful transfer of power. This is the strength of our 

democracy. 
 

Please take time to vote on November 8. Tell your friends, your associates, those you work for and those who work for you to vote. 

And on November 9 and beyond, let us continue to come together under the roof of our Kehilah Kedosah, our sacred community. 

For if we cannot safely and openly discuss and even disagree about the core issues facing our country under this roof, where can we? 
 

For this, and for so much more this month, let us give thanks. 
 

LôShalom, 

 

Rabbi Daniel Gropper 

Rabbi Daniel Gropper Å  dgropper@comsynrye.org  



 

Iôll be the first to admit it. When the 

calendar turns to November and the run up 

to the holiday season begins, I find myself 

wishing for a less commercial time, when 

the ecumenical spirit was perhaps a bit 

stronger, and festivities didnôt seem so 

centered on consumerism and the shopping 

mania that starts almost as soon as the 

Thanksgiving dinner ends. Donôt 

misunderstand me; I do enjoy the seasonal holidays, the bracing 

cold weather, the celebrations that include families, friends and 

the sharing of warmth and home. I just wish we could all spend 

a little more time enjoying the holidays and a little less time in 

the mall. 

 

But the one holiday that seems to stand apart from all the others 

is Thanksgiving. Because it invites people of all backgrounds, 

religions, and ethnicities to participate in a national holiday, it 

unites Americans in a way that few other social events can. 

And it is one of the few times during the year that being Jewish 

and American are totally in sync. 

 

Just consider the holiday itself. It promotes the idea that the 

Pilgrims, who landed on American shores as strangers in a 

strange land, needed the assistance of the local people to 

survive. They were unfamiliar with the customs of the country, 

couldnôt build homes or plant crops without guidance, and had 

to be resourceful and adapt in order to survive. 

 

What does this remind us of? To me it has so many echoes of 

our own Exodus and the Passover Seder when we gather each 

year to recount our collective experience, the retelling of the 

story of a people who leave their former homes under religious 

persecution and strife. The harsh conditions they bear until they 

are resettled. And the resourcefulness they embody in order to 

adapt and survive. 

 

So many of our forebears, perhaps just a generation or two 

removed from ourselves, repeated a similar journey across an 

ocean to arrive at these shores. Leaving the pogroms of Eastern 

Europe, escaping the persecution of the Nazis, fleeing 

inhospitable social or economic conditions, they arrived in this 

new land often with few belongings and fewer opportunities. 

But this country allowed our grandparents safe passage. It 

settled them in their new home and gave them the education, 

the support, and the opportunities to survive and prosper. And 

so many of the Jews who came to the United States did thrive 

and prosper. Despite quotas in education, and restrictions in 

some communities, we did not face the persecution that 

threatened us in other regions. 

 

It is no accident that the words inscribed at the base of the 

Statue of Liberty were penned by a Jewish poet, Emma 

Lazarus. For those who need a refresh, here are the most 

familiar of those verses: 
 

 

ñKeep ancient lands, your storied pomp!ò cries she 

With silent lips. ñGive me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!ò 

 

How close is this experience to me and my family? My father-

in-law, and mother-in-law, escaped to this country in 1938, just 

making it out of Germany as the Nazi forces were tightening 

their noose. My maternal grandfather came out of Russia as a 

thirteen year old boy, and my paternal grandfather became a 

naturalized American citizen as a young man. In just one or two 

generations, we can participate in all the bounty that this land 

has to offer and enjoy the freedom of speech, the right to vote, 

and the ability to educate our children and earn a living without 

fear or duress. 

 

When my own father was a young man of twenty-two he 

elected to serve this country by enlisting in the Army Air Corp 

during World War II. He was a member of the ñgreatest 

generationò that gladly served their country without thought to 

their own safety. My father served in the Burma/India/China 

theater flying daily supply missions to the U.S. forces battling 

in that region. That he came through unscathed, when so many 

perished, was something he never forgot and he never took his 

freedoms for granted. When he passed away, fittingly on 

Veteransô Day, in 2012, we requested a Military Honor at this 

funeral. When a member of our armed forces presents a folded 

flag to you and says, ñThis flag is presented on behalf of a 

grateful nation as an expression of appreciation for the 

honorable and faithful service rendered by your loved one,ò it 

doesnôt get any more real than that. And it doesnôt matter if the 

service occurred almost 70 years prior. 

 

How grateful am I to be an American? I appreciate all that we 

have in this country, even when things arenôt always going our 

way. I never take for granted the opportunities afforded to me 

and the miracle that allows me to be a Jewish woman in 21st 

century America. 

 

So this year, as in so many years past, when I sit down with my 

family and friends, and partake of the traditional foods that 

signify Thanksgiving, I will take a moment to give thanks for 

all that I have, all that we share, and the great good fortune that 

brought my family to these shores. 
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INSIDE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF RYE 

THANKFUL TO BE AN AMERICAN 

Laurie Frolich, President Å  president@comsynrye.org  
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INSIDE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF RYE 

Once again this year the Sampliner Youth Leadership Development Fund is making 

camp scholarships available to young people who are planning to attend either the Eisner 

Camp or the Crane Lake Camp in Massachusetts, Kutz Camp in Warwick, NY, or the 

NFTY Summer Program in Israel. These programs are run by the Union for Reform 

Judaism, the umbrella organization of all reform congregations in the United States and 

Canada. These scholarships are not based on need. 
 

Since the scholarship funds are limited, and were originally intended to support 

attendance at URJ Camps, priority will be given for attendance at those Camps. All 

applications are due by February 1; if there are funds available for other Jewish Camps, 

they will be honored. 
 

The Eisner Camp and the new Crane Lake Camp offer programs for children seven to seventeen years of age. Each day includes 

sports, recreation, swimming, theater, crafts, and programs designed to foster a solid Jewish living experience. 
 

Every summer, teens from all over North America become leaders at the NFTY Leadership Academy at Kutz Camp in Warwick, 

NY. Teens come to join this college campus style community, selecting experiences in theater, song leading, visual arts, Jewish 

studies, social action, youth group leadership programming, and more. 
 

Thousands of Reform high school and college youth have enjoyed summers in Israel. NFTY combines travel, learning, and Jewish 

identity building in Israel while ensuring the highest standards of health, safety and security.  
 

The Scholarships come in denominations of $250.00 or $500.00. Application should be made to the Fund c/o Iris & David 

Sampliner. For further information call the Sampliners at 914-939-0349.  

SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR URJ CAMPERS 

FEATURING CANTOR MELANIE COOPERMAN 


