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News

It’s Summer Time!

Everyone is Welcome - Bring your friends & family
So that our Community can meet them!

2018 CHAI AWARDS
Community Synagogue of Rye is a caring Jewish
community that seeks to add meaning and purpose to
your life.
Inspired by Jewish teachings and traditions, we seek
to be a center for spiritual transformation; to foster
the creation of sacred relationships; and to give
people the tools and resources to be God’s partner in
healing the world.
This vision is guided by our commitment to the
Jewish values of Worship (T’filah), Lifelong
Learning (Talmud Torah), Community (Kehilah),
Loving Kindness (Hesed), Repairing the World
(Tikkun Olam) and Love of Israel (Ahavat Yisrael).

CLERGY AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Rabbi ..................................... Daniel B. Gropper
Rabbi ..................................... Leora Frankel
Cantor .................................... Melanie Cooperman
Rabbi Emeritus ...................... Robert A. Rothman
Executive Director .. .............. Glynis Conyer
CJL Director .......................... Amy Rosenbaum
Director of Youth Engagement
and Informal Learning……...Yael Farber
ECC Director ......................... Dale Oberlander
SAJE Coordinator.................. Sarah Poland
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Officers
President ................................ Susan Zeitlin
Executive Vice President. ...... Irene Metz
Vice President........................ Jackie Kabot
Vice President........................ Jeff Cammisa
Vice President........................ Michael Bertisch
Treasurer................................ Shara Kimmel
Financial Secretary………….Seth Rosenfield
Recording Secretary .............. Michele Fredman
Immediate Past President....... Laurie Frolich

In gratitude for their many years of commitment to
Community Synagogue of Rye, thus enhancing and
enriching our lives, these members were given
certificates at the Annual Congregational Meeting.

Scot Bross
Amber Hufford
Todd Kantor
Michael Kimmel
Jeff Moroch
Peter Reichman
Bradley Rosen
Kahleen Rozowsky
Shelly Simon

First Friday Torah Study at 7 am
Next session: June 1
at Le Pain Quotidien
30 Purchase St, Rye
The monthly Torah study sessions are designed to allow
working members of the synagogue to squeeze in some Torah
study before the start of the workday. They are held on the first
Friday morning of the month and last roughly an hour. Torah
texts are also available for use.
We hope you can join us (no RSVP required, just come).

Trustees
Felicia DePaola, Stephen Fisch, Andrea Atkins
Hessekiel, Abby Katz, Pam Kerlan, Deborah Lewis,
Lloyd Mallah, Jeff Moroch, Julie Schuster, Jamie
Schutzer, Mark Singer, Ben Slavin, Danielle TaggerEpstein, Jacey Taub, Diana Tapper, Cindy Valk-Danish,
Lauren Wolman, and Dana Zimmerman

WRJ/Sisterhood Leadership
Brianne Goldstein, Carol Meyers and Janet Meyers

COSY President
Rachel Rubin

COMMUNITY NEWS STAFF
Editor ..................................... Joanne Steinhart
Layout and Design…………..Jeff Frumess

CONTACT US
Main 914-967-6262
ECC 914-967-7698
CJL 914-967-7598
Fax 914-940-6552
www.comsynrye.org
info@comsynrye.org
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THE 2018 CARNER TROPHY
HAS BEEN AWARDED BY
THE MEN’S CLUB TO

Howard Chumsky
Laurie Frolich
For generously sharing their
wisdom, experience, and dedication
with Community Synagogue of Rye.

Summer 2018 Calendar
Friday, June 1
7:00 am

9:20 am
12:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:45 pm
Saturday, June 2
8:45 am
11:15 am
5:00 pm

First Friday Torah Study—Offsite,
Le Pain Quotidien
ECC Shabbat
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
Last Sharing Shabbat
Family Shabbat Services*
T.G.I. Shabbat Dinner—Offsite
Torah Study Service*
Isabel Hurley, bat mitzvah—Offsite
Congregation KTI
Juliet Lewis, bat mitzvah—Offsite
Congregation Emanu-el

Sunday, June 3
10:05 am
Israel Parade—Offsite, NYC
Monday, June 4
12:00 pm
SAJE—Offsite, Rye Public Library
1:45 pm
Last ECC Havdalah service
8:00 pm
Ritual Committee Meeting
Wednesday, June 6
8:00 pm
Education Council Meeting
Thursday, June 7
9:15 am
ECC Pre-K Moving Up Ceremony
10:45 am
End of year celebrations for 2s & 3s
12:15 pm
SAJE—Offsite, Dine Around
Friday, June 8
All Day
Last day of ECC
9:20 am
ECC Shabbat
9:30 am
ECC 4s Moving Up—Offsite, Rye Recreation Park
6:30 pm
Shabbat Services*
Saturday, June 9
8:45 am
Torah Study Service*
Monday, June 11
12:00 pm
SAJE—Offsite, Rye Public Library
6:45 pm
New Board Orientation
8:15 pm
Board of Trustees Meeting
Wednesday, June 13
9:00 am
ECC Summer Camp Begins
Thursday, June 14
12:15 pm
SAJE—Offsite, Rye Public Library
7:30 pm
Tzedek Council
Friday, June 15
6:30 pm
Shabbat Services*
Saturday, June 16
8:45 am
Torah Study Service*
11:15 am
Ayden Hufford, bar mitzvah—Offsite
Solomon Schechter Lower School
5:00 pm
Jordana Gold, bat mitzvah—Offsite
Congregation Emanu-el
Sunday, June 17
All Day
Father’s Day

Thursday, June 21
12:15 pm

SAJE—Offsite, Atria Rye Brook

Friday, June 22
6:30 pm

Pride Shabbat Services*

Saturday, June 23
8:45 am

Torah Study Service*

Monday, June 25
8:00 pm

Executive Committee Meeting

Friday, June 29
6:30 pm

Shabbat Services*

Saturday, June 30
All Day

CJL Early Registration Deadline
(To Receive Discount)
Torah Study Service*

9:00 am
Friday, July 13
5:15 pm
6:30 pm

Sharing Shabbat on the Beach—Offsite
Shabbat on the Beach—Offsite
At Oakland Beach

Friday, August 3
9:00 am

ECC Summer Camp Ends

Friday, August 10
5:15 pm
6:30 pm

Sharing Shabbat on the Beach—Offsite
Shabbat on the Beach—Offsite
At Oakland Beach

2018 High Holy Days

Monday, June 18
12:00 pm

SAJE—Offsite, Rye Public Library

* = Offsite—Chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church
9:00 am Services for Summer starting in July

Pride Shabbat
see Page 6

Turn to Page 8 for more information

Israel Parade Participation
see Page 6

www.comsynrye.org
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Inside Community Synagogue of Rye
The Spirit of Summer Camp
Rabbi Leora Frankel • lfrankel@comsynrye.org
With Shavuot behind us and sunnier days
finally arriving, I know I am looking
towards the summer with heightened
anticipation. Yet these final weeks of the
CSR program year have been anything but
slow. Our community has marked so many
milestones and exciting transitions:
graduation of our High School seniors and
seventh graders “Moving Up” into the teen
program; our 10th grade Confirmands
affirming their ongoing commitment to
Jewish learning; and a new slate of board members with Sue
Zeitlin taking the reins of the presidency. We know that the
future will be bright—both the year ahead at CSR and the next
generation of the Jewish people—with these inspired leaders at
the helm.
As the school year draws to a close, I also know that in many
families the final countdown to summer camp begins. (It’s hard
to say who is more excited: kids or parents!) Especially for youth
who attend sleepaway camp, this opportunity to leave home for a
few weeks to live and play among different friends is
transformative. While the experience of summer camp is
arguably magical in any context, I am a deep believer in the
power of Jewish camps in particular to shape a soul.
There’s a wonderful book by Leonard Saxe and Amy Sales called
How Goodly Are Thy Tents: Summer Camps as Jewish
Socializing Experiences, which articulates the how and why of
Jewish summer camps and offers a historical sketch of how they
evolved. The earliest Jewish camps were motivated by two
concepts: Bring inner-city kids out to the country, and
“Americanize” the children of Eastern European immigrants.
What made these camps Jewish was their demographics, not their
programming. Their campers were Jewish and were run under
Jewish auspices. But beginning in the 1920s and through the
’30s, ’40s and ’50s, a trend emerged of camps with consciously
Jewish cultural and educational missions. Among the first were
the Cejwin Camps in Port Jervis, NY, which were founded by the
Central Jewish Institute, an independent Jewish community
center on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, and Camp Boiberik, a
Yiddish camp near Rhinebeck, NY.

Young Judaea who went on to become a professional designer.
Like the concept of hanging a Mizrach, or decorative sign,
marking the eastward direction towards Jerusalem, this painting
has been a kind of spiritual and educational compass for me. As I
think daily about the impact I hope to make as a rabbi, I try to
imagine bottling some of the magic of Jewish summer camp and
bringing it to our community of both youth and adults. Camp is
the place where I truly came into my own and the starting point
for my own clergy career. In fact, perhaps you recall the famous
book of short essays by American Minister Robert Fulghum
entitled, All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.
That’s how I’ve always felt about my Young Judaea years:
Everything I need to know in life I learned at Jewish summer
camp.
Even as this season’s duffel bags are being packed, it is never too
soon to start thinking about Summer 2019. We recently brought a
taste of URJ Camps to our K-2 learners in the CJL as part of our
Challah bake, complete with song and Israeli dance sessions and
a visit from URJ Eisner Camp Director Louis Bordman. Next
year, we plan to bring more of these experiences to all of our
students with the hope of connecting more of our families to a
Jewish summer camp experience. What’s more, CSR generously
offers scholarship money to URJ camp attendees, especially firsttime campers. So let us help you give that gift of a lifetime—a
Jewish camp experience—to your children or grandchildren next
year.

In the meantime, there’s much to look forward to this summer as
we take our own Jewish pride and spirit outside the synagogue
walls. It’s not too late to join the rabbis and COSY youth group
at the NYC Celebrate Israel Parade on June 3. (See page 6 for
details. RSVP to Youth Director, Yael Farber at
yfarber@comsynrye.org.) Then be sure to save the dates for our
annual Shabbat on the Beach services (in a covered, shady
pavilion at Oakland) on July 13 and August 10 (see cover). It
might not be camp, but I promise it will be magical!
Looking forward to sharing these special summer experiences
with you and wishing you a restorative few months ahead.
L’Shalom,

The first Reform Movement camp opened in 1952 in
Oconomowoc, WI, and is still one of the URJ’s beloved
campsites. Since then, sixteen more have opened, including
several closer to us: Eisner, Crane Lake, Kutz (for teens), 6
Points Sci-Tech, and now a new 6 Points Creative Arts Academy. Rabbi Leora Frankel
Together with others like it, these camps are the incubators for
the future of Jewish life in America. The distinct flavor of each
Jewish camp is slightly different but the basic recipe is the same:
Take a group of young Jews away from their parents, local social
pressures and distractions of technology. Surround them with the
beauty of nature. Get them to sing, dance, pray and experience
Shabbat in a place where it’s actually cool. Inspire them with
Jewish role models to look up to, Israeli culture, and a feeling of
community they have never before experienced. Then make them
wait another eleven months to do it all again.
Until the construction began, I had hanging above my desk a
small framed watercolor depicting the entrance of my beloved
summer camp. It was painted by a former camper of mine in
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Inside Community Synagogue of Rye
Sharing Our Stories
Susan Zeitlin, President • president@comsynrye.org
I begin my presidency at a very exciting
time for Community Synagogue. The tarp
is off of the new construction and the
interior and exterior walls continue to go
up, giving the building its new face. When
the fall comes, we will gather in our newly
renovated home to worship and celebrate
70 years of Community Synagogue of Rye.

When we moved to the suburbs with our two sons Jacob and
Noah, Carol and Bill introduced us to Community Synagogue
and to Rabbi Gropper. I enjoyed services and meeting members
of the community. I quickly became involved with the religious
school committee, then joined the board of trustees and
eventually the executive committee. As I met more people at the
synagogue, I found individuals who shared similar backgrounds
and interests. I found a supportive community, both in good times
and in less good times. I found interesting learning opportunities.
I found a place for my children to build their Jewish foundation
and celebrate their Jewish milestones. And I also realized the
importance of belonging to a community and continuing a
tradition of Judaism that my family fought so hard to keep alive.

While the building most certainly will be
beautiful, it is much more than the structure
that brings us together. It is the community that we build. In the
coming months, I will be asking you to share your stories and tell
us why you choose to make this community part of your lives. I
will also ask you to share what your hopes and dreams are for As president of Community Synagogue, I hope to lead, inspire
Community Synagogue and how we may reach those goals and grow our community and find ways to make our new
together.
building a sacred home for new and current congregants of all
ages. I admire the presidents who came before me and respect all
Here is my story, in brief:
they have done to guide the synagogue to where we are today.
My hope is that by sharing our stories, interests and dreams, we
I was raised in Teaneck, New Jersey with my parents and my will find ways to connect and engage, and by doing so, continue
sister, Carol Meyers. My father (who turned 90 in May) and his to make Community Synagogue a welcoming and vital part of
family escaped Nazi Germany. We were members of a Reform our lives of our larger community.
synagogue in Teaneck, frequently attended services and had
weekly Shabbat dinners as a family. I participated in my
synagogue youth group, on the regional NFTY board and went to
Jewish summer camp at URJ (then UAHC) Camp Harlam in the
Poconos. At Brandeis University, I met my husband, Andy, and
then earned my medical degree at The New Jersey Medical
School in Newark, New Jersey. I currently practice gynecology at
Weill Cornell Medical College in New York City.

Open Doors, Open Hearts
Glynis Conyer , Executive Director • Gconyer@comsynrye.org
This will be only the second year in as long as I
can remember that I will not be either in
residence or traveling between camps. I believe
in what camp is about and stands for, and I will
miss it. However, I don’t think that I will miss
being on call 24/7 or the complete lack of
privacy or missed weekends with friends.
Many of the things that mattered most to me I
have found right here at CSR. The relationships—a community
made up of different ages and from different backgrounds, the
smiles of children as they play outside and opportunities for
experiential learning.
I revel in the variety—including strategic planning and
brainstorming, mentoring of staff, meeting with and hearing
congregant’s stories, budgets and finance, engaging with
committees and lay leaders. And I love construction.

I know that may sound strange, but to me it represents
possibilities and opportunities, a belief in a future that is worth
building for. And I am excited and grateful to be a part of the
future of this incredible community. The welcome you have
given me is a model for how we can open our doors and our
hearts to every person that has been, is, or will be a congregant.
My door is always open. You are welcome any time!

www.comsynrye.org
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Come March with Us on June 3 in the Israel Parade

Join the Rabbis and Director of Youth Engagement on June 3 to march in the Annual Celebrate Israel Parade! We'll join ARZA (the
Reform Zionist movement) and thousands of others marching up 5th Avenue to celebrate Israel's 70th birthday. If you've never been,
this is an unforgettable experience of Jewish pride and spirit!
Meet at the Rye Train Station by 10:05 am
to take the 10:20 am train together (bring $ for your ticket and lunch)
OR meet us at the ARZA line-up point on 53rd Street between 5th & 6th Avenue at 11:45 am.
To RSVP and for more information, please email Yael Farber at yfarber@comsynrye.org with your name and T-shirt size.
RSVP by May 31.

CSR & RPC Interfaith Baby Box Project
Please feel free to leave donated items in each of the empty Baby
Boxes in the three designated sites through June 2.

The Celebration: J oin both houses of wor ship as we come
together on Saturday, June 2, 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the
RPC Assembly Hall to assemble Baby Boxes using all the
items we have collected AND to make Diaper Cakes for each
The Collection: Join us through June 2 collecting items to make Baby Box. It’s sure to be a fun family event.
Baby Boxes for moms and their babies. What’s a Baby Box? It’s
a remarkably designed cardboard box filled with newborn basics Baby Box Distribution Day: Tuesday, June 19 at Open Door,
that include a waterproof mattress and cotton sheet so the box can 5 Grace Church St., Port Chester. The times ar e: 11:45 a.m.be used as the baby’s first bed or bassinet. There are Baby Boxes 1:45 p.m; 1:45-3:45 p.m.; and 4:45-6:45 p.m.
on display in the Chapel Foyer, the hall outside the first floor
Welcome Office and in the RPNS entrance way.
Volunteers will help with room set up, registering moms-to-be on
There are many things a newborn may need and Open Door has a website, and even helping some create an email account,
registered at Buy, Buy, Baby just for us! Please click on this link helping with the website responses at the end of the workshop,
to see the registry: 545756455 or simply type in Open Door. CVS and carrying the Baby Boxes to taxis. Youth high school age and
has their own brand Health Flexible Tip 3-in-1 Digital older are welcome to sign up. 2-3 volunteers requested per shift.
Thermometer that Open Door Doctors want all new moms to
have, and Arcade Books has partnered with us again this year to Tour of Port Chester Open Door, 5 Grace Church St.: Open
Door is happy to provide tours on Saturday, June 19, at 11:00
have bilingual board books available as well.
a.m. or 4:00 p.m.

Friday, June 22 at 6:30 pm

Embracing Diversity in our Community at the
Chapel of Rye Presbyterian Church,
882 Boston Post Road, Rye

Join us for our Pride Shabbat service with
special readings and reflections that
celebrate diversity and solidarity with the
LGBTQ community.
6
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Selichot

Monday, September 1

Rosh Hashanah (evening)

Sunday, September 9

Rosh Hashanah

Monday, September 10

Kol Nidrei (evening)

Tuesday, September 18

Yom Kippur

Wednesday, September 19

Sukkot

Sunday, September 23

Simchat Torah

Monday, October 1

All High Holy Day Services will
take place at the Performing Arts
Center at Purchase College.

Performing Arts Center
at Purchase College.
Anderson Hill Rd,
Purchase, NY 10577

Save the Date: Women’s Sukkot Gathering
Join us here at CSR for a special Sukkot gathering for women of all ages (including teens)!
We’ll enjoy sushi and other delicious fare as we celebrate the feminine aspects of the fall harvest festival.
We’ll also raise a glass—of sake or cider—and toast to the New Year.
To help us plan for enough food, RSVP to Jon Rekedal, Clergy Assistant, clergyassistant@comsynrye.org.
www.comsynrye.org
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To Nancy Edleman on the birth of her Grandson,
Jake Edleman
To Susie Wang and her co-chair on being honored by Gilda’s Club
Westchester by the dedication of its iconic red doors
To Jack Bachmann for successfully raising money
for the Alzheimer’s Association with the
“Dunks for Dottie” Basketball Tournament

8

www.comsynrye.org

Early Childhood Learning
Time Flies When you are Having Fun
Dale Oberlander, ECC Director • doberlander@comsynrye.org
June is here, and with it comes the end of
another school year at the ECC. All of us,
children, teachers and families have had a
wonderful nine months of learning, building
relationships and developing new ideas
together. Each age group at the ECC has made
its own strides and accomplishments.
I give tremendous credit to the Twos team of
teachers for their loving patience and strong back bones. It is
such a joy for me to walk into their classrooms today and see our
littlest children playing so happily, transitioning from one activity
to another and working as a group. Moving up the ladder, the
growth and development we see among our three-year-old
students is always the most dramatic.
This is a time when parallel play gives way to cooperation and
communication. It is the end of diapers and the beginning of
independence. The Threes have learned so many practical skills
(such as following directions, listening, drawing, cutting with
scissors etc.) but most importantly, they have built the stamina
needed to be productive learners and the social skills to be
valuable members of a classroom community.

Our Fours had a really fun, yearlong adventure of solving
problems, stretching their imaginations and practicing the
preliminary academic skills they need for more focused learning
in the years ahead. Finally, our Pre-K class really pushed
themselves this year with many open-ended projects that
encouraged the children to think outside the box.
Equally as rewarding, are the relationships we have built with our
parents. The ECC Council and Parent Organization are such
valuable and productive resources for our community. I am
thrilled to work so closely with parents who are resourceful and
committed to bringing families together and making the ECC the
best it can be.
Wishing everyone a terrific summer and looking forward to
another wonderful year ahead.

ECC Important Dates
June 1

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
Last Sharing Shabbat

June 4

Last ECC Havdalah service

June 7

Pre-K Moving up Ceremony and Celebration
End of year celebrations for 2s & 3s

June 8

4s Moving up Ceremony and Celebration

June 13

First Day of ECC Summer Camp for
Emerging 3s

“DUNKS FOR DOTTIE” ALZHEIMERS
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
On May 18, Jack Bachmann did what he loves to honor his
great grandmother Dorothy “Dottie” Zuckerman and others
affected by Alzheimer’s disease. For his mitzvah project, Jack
organized a basketball event as part of “The Longest Day,” a
fundraiser to advance the care, support and research efforts of
the Alzheimer’s Association.
“The Longest Day” is all about love. Raising money by doing
what we love for those we love. Love for all those affected by
Alzheimer’s disease.” - Jack Bachmann
Mazel Tov Jack!
www.comsynrye.org
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Rabbi Robert A. Rothman Center for Jewish Learning
Jewish Camp (or, How I Spent My Summer Vacations)
Amy Rosenbaum PH.D, CJL Director • Arosenbaum@comsynrye.org
It’s wonderful to be working at a synagogue
where so many of the senior staff are deeply
connected to the Jewish camp world. I consider
myself extremely fortunate to have had two
extraordinary Jewish camping experiences—as
a child and as an adult.
For several summers as a child, I attended Camp Harlam, a URJ
camp in the Poconos. I have many happy memories of those
summers: Friday night services in the outdoor sanctuary, singing
and watching the sun setting behind the mountains before
trooping off for Shabbat dinner, raucous song sessions in the
dining hall after meals, learning how to paddle a kayak and
canoe, drinking bug juice at socials, hiking to the general store to
buy candy.
As wonderful as those memories are, my Jewish camp experience
as an adult was even more transformative. For eight summers, I
was a teacher at Camp Ramah in Nyack, NY. There I discovered
my passion for Jewish education, as I collaborated with
extraordinary colleagues to create engaging learning experiences.
Whether re-enacting the Israelites wandering in the wilderness
with 140 second graders or building solar ovens out of tin foil to
teach about Israeli innovations, we worked tirelessly to find new
ways to make Jewish education creative and experiential.

In camp, I discovered the potential of Jewish education to be
exciting and enriching, and camp continues to be a source of
inspiration for me as a Jewish educator.
My daughter has grown up attending a Jewish day camp, and this
summer will be working there as a counselor. She plans to study
Hebrew in college and to do an internship in Israel. I believe that
her immersive and joyous Jewish camping experience has been
an invaluable part of her developing a strong and positive Jewish
identity. As an educator and a parent, I know firsthand the
benefits of Jewish camp, and I encourage CJL families to explore
what Jewish camps can offer their children.

CJL and J-Life Important Dates
June 30

CJL Early Registration Deadline
(To Receive Discount)

See You in the Berkshires!

Yael Farber, Director of Youth Engagement & Informal Learning • Yfarber@comsynrye.org
As we wind down our academic year, I am excited
to be getting ready to spend my 21st summer at
URJ Eisner Camp in Great Barrington, MA.
Having grown up at camp, the memories that stand
out to me include sitting on the hill watching the
sunset, welcoming Shabbat with everyone dressed
in white, and losing my voice during color war. I
was always a kid who lived “10 months for 2,”
meaning I spent my entire year looking forward to getting to
spend just 2 months at camp. My camp memories and experience
would be nothing to me without the friends who were there to
experience them with me.
When I look back at my formative summers, I remember the
friends and counselors who were there to support me through it
all. As an adult, I continue to look forward to my summers at
camp and embrace every opportunity that I have to be with my
camp friends. Camp is the place where strangers become
bunkmates, bunkmates become friends, and friends become
family.
This summer, I invite you to visit me at Eisner. Come see camp
in action: campers playing sports, expressing themselves through
creative and performing arts, learning to swim, and exploring
their Jewish identities. When you visit Eisner, you can feel the
energy in the air as campers have never-ending opportunities to
express themselves and shape who they want to be.
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Spend a day touring both Eisner and Crane Lake and begin to
explore what your child could be doing next summer. Sign up for
a tour at https://eisnercamp.org/summer/new-families/ and email
me to let me know you’re coming; I can’t wait to welcome you
when you visit the URJ Northeast Camps!
See you in the Berkshires!

If you are up in the Berkshires, our own
congregants Carol and Bill Meyers would be
happy to meet you and join you on a tour.
They can be reached at (914) 921-2006.

Rabbi Robert A. Rothman Center for Jewish Learning
Our B’nei Mitzvah
Isabel Hurley
My name is Isabel Hurley and I will be called
to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 2. I am
the daughter of Staci and Brian Hurley and I
have an older brother named Liam. I am a
seventh grader at Rye Middle School and I
enjoy playing soccer and swimming
competitively.
My
Torah
portion
is
B’haalot’cha from the Book of Numbers. The
Israelites are wandering in the desert in search
of the promised land. Aaron and Miriam
question Moses’s spousal choice and become jealous of the
relationship Moses has with God. For my mitzvah project, I have
been involved in various Soul Ryeders projects. Soul Ryeders is an
organization based in Rye that helps people and their families who
have cancer. I chose to help this organization because this disease
has touched my family. I have participated in the Westchester Kids
Triathlon and raised funds as part of the Soul Ryeders team for the
past several years. I will be participating in the triathlon again this
September. I have also baked goods for their bake sales and sold
raffle tickets during their Cover the Court events. They are an
organization that helps so many people and I look forward to
continuing to volunteer and raise funds for them.

Juliet Lewis

My name is Juliet Lewis and I will be called
to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 2. I am
the daughter of Deborah and Robert Lewis
and I have an older brother, Jacob. I am a
seventh grader at the Blind Brook Middle
School. I enjoy playing volleyball, hanging
with my friends and playing with my dog,
Troy. My Torah portion is Sh’lach L’chah
from the Book of Numbers. My parsha
begins after the Jews have been wandering in
the desert, having been expelled from Egypt, and are now seeking
to enter the land of Israel. Moses picks 12 scouts to assess the
situation. My specific parsha is about the scouts reporting their
findings. Ten of them returned fearful and unwilling to go
forward, but the other two, Joshua and Caleb, returned with
confidence that they could conquer. Unfortunately, the people
trusted the majority, thought God had deceived them, and became
violent and wanted to return to Egypt. Because of their behavior,
the entire nation was made to wander in the desert and none of
that generation entered the land of Israel except for Joshua and
Caleb. To me, this parsha illustrates that in Life, while the path
may be hard or seem insurmountable, you should be your own
person and take a chance. To be successful you need to trust your
instincts and the good people that you have surrounded yourself
with. Fear, mistrust and lack of faith will not make you safe, will
not get you what you want, and will hold everyone back. For my
mitzvah project I spent the past year volunteering at the Don
Bosco Boys and Girls Club in Port Chester helping girls with
homework in the after-school program. I look forward to
continuing this work and to helping people to be successful and to
trust in themselves in the years to come.

Ayden Hufford
My name is Ayden Hufford and I am a seventh
grader at Rye Middle School. I will be called to
the Torah as a bar mitzvah on June 16. This will
not be my first experience in attending such a
service. I am the 8th and last child in my family
so I am the final one to be called to the Torah.
My parents, Wendy and Brian Hufford, each
attended their own b’nei mitzvah services with
Community Synagogue. My mother did so as an
adult because she had missed participating in a
bat mitzvah service as a young girl. My father actually converted
to Judaism only a couple of years ago, after which he too was
called to the Torah. All my siblings have had this important
experience, including Ashley, Austen, Axel, Alec, Allison,
Andrew and Amber. So, this is not only a Jewish tradition; it is a
family tradition. My Torah portion is Karachi from the Book of
Numbers. It describes a time when the Jews were wandering in the
wilderness with Moses after escaping Egypt and various members
of the community begin to rebel against the leadership of Moses
and Aaron. God did not like that and he came close to destroying
all the Jewish people until Moses intervened. It’s quite a story and
raises issues about when and under what circumstances people
should stand up and object to authority, and when not to. For my
mitzvah project, I volunteered at an animal shelter in Harrison
called Pet Rescue NY. I work with the cat department, where I
cared for, groomed and helped cats become more social. I also
made posters and posted pictures to different social media
websites. So far, I’ve been able to get four cats adopted. To
further help Pet Rescue, I’ve decided that instead of using
traditional flowers on the Bimah, we will place cat supplies in
baskets which we will donate to the cat shelter, and I also plan on
contributing a portion of the gifts I may receive to the
organization. This has been a wonderful experience for me.

Jordana Gold

My name is Jordana Gold and I will be
called to the Torah on Saturday June 16.
I am the daughter of Hayley and Jeffrey
Gold and I have a younger brother Tyler.
I am a seventh grader at Blind Brook
Middle School and I enjoy playing
soccer and tennis, going to sleep away
camp and being with my friends and
family. My Torah portion is Chukat from
the Book of Numbers, which tells how
the Israelites were fleeing Egypt in the 38th year of a 40 year
journey. After Miriam died, the people were without water. God
told Moses to speak to the rock to give forth water but instead
Moses hit the rock with his staff and water came out. Moses
was unable to lead the congregation to the holy land of Israel
because he disobeyed God’s instructions. For my mitzvah
project I volunteered at the Friendship Circle, spending time
with special needs children playing games and simply being a
friend. I hope to continue doing things like this in the future.

www.comsynrye.org
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Welcome to our New Board Members

Andrea Atkins Hessekiel
Andrea Atkins Hessekiel is a freelance
writer and writing coach who has been a
member of Community Synagogue for 20
years. She and her husband David raised
their daughters, Kira and Sophie, in Rye and
in the synagogue community. She has been
editor of the synagogue bulletin and
involved in various committees.
She teaches a writing class at SAJE, and is
very happy to be part of the community that makes up
Community Synagogue, a place where she can always find a
friendly face and inspiration.
Jeff Moroch
Jeff Moroch has been affiliated with
Community Synagogue since 2010. He
also serves on the Real Estate Council of
UJA-Federation of New York. Jeff is a
Managing Director at the Singer & Bassuk
Organization, a boutique real estate finance
intermediary and advisor that arranges debt
and equity financing for property owners
and developers.
He received a BS from Columbia University and an MBA from
the University of California, Berkeley. Jeff lives in Rye Brook
with his wife, Shari, and son, Bryan, and enjoys skiing, cycling,
running and baseball.
Diana Tapper
Diana Tapper became a part of the
Community Synagogue of Rye community
in 2006, when her family moved to Rye
and her oldest started pre-school in the 3s
program at the Early Childhood Center.
Both of her children graduated from the
ECC and the CJL and her oldest now
serves as a Madrich.
Diana earned a BA in Economics and Psychology from the
University of Pennsylvania and an MBA from Columbia
University. She recently left her job at Aon, where she
worked for 21 years heading up their online travel insurance
division. Diana serves as a board member and Treasurer of
Tailwind Track Club, a youth running organization, and is on
the board of the Parent Association at Hackley School, where
her children Jonah and Hannah attend. As a board member at
CSR, she is happy to be able to give back to the community
that has given her family so much over the years.
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Deborah Lewis
Deborah Lewis has been affiliated with
Community Synagogue of Rye since 2009
and is a 2015 graduate of its ATID
Leadership program. She served for several
years as a member of the J-Life committee
and more recently the Alternative Space
B’nai Mitzvah task force.
She also served on the search committee for
the CSR Director of Youth Engagement and assisted in the CJL
classrooms throughout her children’s Hebrew School years.
Deborah was raised in Brookline, Massachusetts and has been
in New York for most of her adult life, having come for
graduate school in 1991 and eventually moving out to the
suburbs 2002. Professionally, Deborah holds an MS in Social
Work and an MA in Organizational Psychology and built a
career in management consulting.
Currently, she is a stay-at-home mom and takes an interest in
local and national politics as well as being involved in the Blind
Brook High School on both the Shared Decision Making
Committee and the Wellness Committee. She lives in Rye
Brook with her husband, Rob, and children Jacob and Juliet.
From an early age, Deborah has been an active participant in
the Jewish community and CSR has provided meaningful
continuity as a spiritual and religious home for her and her
family.
Cindy Valk-Danish
Cindy Valk-Danish has been affiliated with
Community Synagogue of Rye since 2003.
She has served on various synagogue
committees over the past years, including
the Religious School Committee, two
Cantorial Search Committees, House and
Grounds, and recently, the Kadima
Campaign.
Cindy served on the Board of Directors of
Gilda’s Club Westchester for 10 years, most recently in the
position of President.
She lives in Rye with her husband Les, and together have 4
adult children and 1 grandchild scattered throughout the
country. Cindy worked in the Entertainment Industry and then
returned to school and received her MSW degree from NYU.
She worked as a psychotherapist many years and is currently
retired. Cindy has a strong connection with the synagogue and
supports its missions.

SAJE
SAJE (Senior Activities in a
Jewish Environment)
Sarah Weiss-Poland• SAJE@comsynrye.org
SAJE is designed to provide social and educational
opportunities to active seniors in our community.
The group meets every Monday and Thursday.
Thursday includes lunch after the program. You
are always welcome to bring a friend.
Thursday June 21 @ The Atria
SAJE welcomes back winner of the Eugene O’Neill Award for
excellence in Musical Theater, composer Elliot Weiss, and
noted soprano Doris Weiss. They will entertain us with a
potpourri of favorites from the Broadway Stage, The Great
American Songbook, and Yiddish favorites.

Monday, June 4 @ The Rye Library
12:00-2:00 pm
Music Mondays at Noon in June: Lady Gaga & Tony Bennett:
Cheek to Cheek
SAJE will join Rye Library on Mondays at noon in June for
some musical thrills and excitement. Lunch will be served!

**Directions to Atria Rye Brook: 1200 King Street, Rye
Brook NY
VIA 287 West:
Take 287 West to Exit 9N-S (Hutchinson River Pkwy)
Take Hutchinson River Pkwy North to exit 30S (120A)
Turn left onto 120A/N. King Street
VIA 120A:
Head north on Forest Ave toward Boulder Rd
Turn right onto Grace Church St
Continue onto S Main St
Use the middle lane to turn slightly left onto King St
Turn left onto Willett Ave
Continue straight onto NY-120A N/King St

Thursday June 7
Dine Around TBD

Have a good Summer!
Monday, June 11 @ The Rye Library

Look for our July and August events.

12:00-2:00 pm
Music Mondays at Noon in June: A ndrea Bocelli: Concerto, One
Night in Central Park
SAJE joins Rye Library on Mondays at noon in June for some
musical thrills and excitement. Lunch will be served!
Thursday June 14 @ The Rye Library
Sue Altman-Artswork Lectures

Monday, June 18 @ The Rye Library
12:00-2:00 pm

Music Mondays at Noon in June: Barbra Streisand: Live
at the MGM Grand
SAJE will join Rye Library on Mondays at noon in June for some
musical thrills and excitement. Lunch will be served!

www.comsynrye.org
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Contributions
CANTOR COOPERMAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Bob & Iris Praid in memory of Peter Manheimer
Jennifer & Jeffrey Kohn in honor of the bar mitzvah of
Jack Kohn
Wendy & Peter Corbin in appreciation for the b’nai mitzvah of
Max and Alex Corbin
Dana & Marc Zimmerman in memory of Richard Zimmerman

Nancy Tarshis & Peter Tarshis in memory of Suzette Tarshis
Dana & Marc Zimmerman in memory of Richard Zimmerman
Arlene & Ross Moskowitz in honor of the bar mitzvah of
Ethan Taerstein
Wendy & Peter Corbin in appreciation for the B’nai Mitzvah of
Max and Alex Corbin
Aileen & Marvin Carlton in memory of Fannie Samuels

ISRAEL TRIP FUND FOR TEENS
Susan and Jim Winter in memory of Marvin S. Winter

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND
Jennifer & Jeffrey Kohn in honor of Ginny Carlin

KADIMA CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
URJ Eisner Camp Institute
Kristina & Robert Dorfman
Marjorie & David Lawrence wish
Carol and Jerry Cohen Mazel Tov in their new home
Lisa & Micheal Lichtenberg
Beverly Cheikin in appreciation for
Jerry Cohen’s work in organizing and presenting the
recently held speaker event
Rosey & Stuart Rudnick in honor of Rabbi Gropper
Michele & Scott Dubowsky in memory of
Nathan and Linda Dubowsky
Curtis Spacavento Landscaping Corp.
Piazza Pizzeria
Right Click Solutions
Sterling National Bank
C.J. Security Services, Inc.
Linda Baer Nieberg in honor of
Dr. Lewis G. Nieberg’s 90th Birthday and in memory
of Dorothy Kassed, mother of Linda Baer Nieberg
Felicia & Bruce DePaola
Carol & Gerald Cohen in memory of
Ruth Abrams, mother of Neil Abrams
Helen & Tom May in memory of
Mildred and Herbert Nash, parents of Helen, and
Walter May, brother of Tom
Joan & Ron Cohen in honor of
Laurie Frolich on the successful completion of her
term as President of Community Synagogue of Rye
JDM Benefits
All Time Detection, Inc.
Katelin & Lee Berkowitz in honor of
Andrew and Max Berkowitz

SENIOR ACTIVITIES IN A JEWISH ENVIRONMENT
(SAJE) FUND
Linda Baer Nieberg in honor of
Dr. Lewis G. Nieberg’s 90th Birthday and in memory
of Dorothy Kassed, mother of Linda Baer Nieberg
Leonard August in memory of Sonja August

RABBI FRANKEL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
George, Debbie & Rachel Weltman in memory of
William Weltman
Rachel & Ben Gober in memory of Joseph Stritzler
Jennifer & Jeffrey Kohn in honor of the bar mitzvah of
Jack Kohn
Dana & Marc Zimmerman in memory of Richard Zimmerman
Wendy & Peter Corbin in appreciation for the b’nai mitzvah of
Max and Alex Corbin
RABBI GROPPER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Joanne Steinhart & Brian Kabcenell in appreciation to
Rabbi Gropper
Nancy lee & Roger Matles in memory of
Holly Pressman
Leonard August in memory of Sonja August
Louise Lieblich in memory of Jim Lieblich
Jennifer & Jeffrey Kohn in honor of the bar mitzvah of
Jack Kohn
Virginia Prenske in memory of Martin Prenske

14

www.comsynrye.org

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Debra Nanus in memory of Bernard and Evelyn Stracqualursi
YAHRZEIT FUND
Rosey and Stuart Rudnick in memory of Fay Rudnick

Condolences
When Cherished ties are broken, our burden of sadness
is made lighter by the sympathy and comfort of friends.
Our congregation mourns the passing of:
Martin Prenske
Rabbi Aaron D. Panken
Suzette Tarshis
Joseph Stritzler
Dinah Moché
Dorthy Wolf

Let us HELP you grow your business!
Come and advertise with us in our monthly bulletin!
Send inquiries to Communications@comsynrye.org

www.comsynrye.org

15

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
WHITE PLAINS, NY
PERMIT NO. 1062

Address Service Requested

Community Synagogue of Rye has a variety of funds which
are used to enrich our congregation.
You may wish to make a contribution in honor or in memory
of someone or to celebrate a joyous occasion (birth, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, Confirmation, wedding, anniversary). The funds are
listed on the right.
I (We) wish to make a special contribution of $
to the

Fund.



In Honor of
Occasion



In Memory of
Relationship
Donor’s Name (s)
Donor’s Address
Donor’s Phone
Donor’s Email
Please send an acknowledgement note to:
Name
Address

Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the law. Please mail and
make checks payable to Community Synagogue of Rye.

Endowment Funds

David & Iris Sampliner Youth Leadership Development Fund
Etz Ha Dorot Endowment Fund
Goodkind Scholar-in-Residence Fund
The Obrasky Fund
Pond & Beyond Fund
Reform Jewish Commitment (RJC) Fund
Victor & Marjorie Wolder Fund in memory of Herbert Millman
Victor & Marjorie Wolder Joy of Living Fund

Restricted Funds

Adult Education (Cecele Fraenkel Memorial) Fund
Beautification Fund
Cantor Cooperman’s Discretionary Fund
Early Childhood Center Enrichment Fund
Grayer Teen Initiative Fund
Hesed Fund
Israel Action Fund
Israel Trip Fund for Teens
Kol Nashim (Women’s Programming) Fund
Marilyn Zelman Early Childhood Center Scholarship Fund
Michael Ginsberg Memorial Library Fund
PJ Library® Fund
Prayer Book Fund
Rabbi Frankel’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Gropper’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Religious School Special Education Fund
SAJE (Senior Activities in a Jewish Environment) Fund
Social Action Fund
Steven Harry Klein Membership Fund
Synagogue Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
Learn more about these funds at comsynrye.org/csr-funds

