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COSY President 
Rachel Rubin 

2017 High Holy Days 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosh Hashana (evening)                    Wednesday, September 20 
 
Rosh Hashana                                       Thursday, September 21 
 
Kol Nidrei (evening)                                 Friday, September 29 
 
Yom Kippur                                          Saturday, September 30 
 

All High Holy Day Services will take place at the  
Performing Arts Center at Purchase College. 

 
 

 
 

 

     Gerald Cohen 
 

            For generously sharing his  
        wisdom, experience, and dedication  

         with Community Synagogue of Rye. 

THE 2017 CARNER TROPHY 
HAS BEEN AWARDED BY  

THE MEN’S CLUB TO 

2017 CHAI AWARDS 
 

In gratitude for their many years of commitment to 
Community Synagogue of Rye, thus enhancing and 
enriching our lives, these members were given 
certificates and Chai pins at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting. 
 
 Ari Barkan 
 Debbie Friedman  
 David Klein  
 Jennifer Kohn 
 Mitchell Levy 
 Rachel Rubin  
 Roy Schaeffer 
 Susan Taplin 
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Thursday, June 1 

10:30 am            ECC Council Meeting 
11:30 am            SAJE 

Friday, June 2 

7:00 am              First Friday Torah Study 
5:15 pm              Sharing Shabbat  
6:30 pm              Family Shabbat Services and 10th Grade Confirmation                     

Saturday, June 3 

8:45 am              Torah Study Service 
11:00 am            Henry Aronwald and Sophia Schwartzman, b’nei mitzvah 

Sunday, June 4 

11:00 am            Celebrate Israel Parade in NYC 

Monday, June 5 

11:30 am            SAJE 
6:30 pm              Sisterhood Year-End Dinner 
8:00 pm              Ritual Committee Meeting  
                           Green Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 6 

10:00 am            Judaica Shop Sale 

Wednesday, June 7 

1:00 pm              ECC Pre-K Graduation  
8:00 pm              Band Rehearsal 

Thursday, June 8 

11:30 am             SAJE 

Friday, June 9 

9:00 am               ECC Last Day 
9:30 am               ECC 4s  Moving Up Ceremony 
6:30 pm               Board Potluck Dinner  
7:45 pm               Shabbat Services and Board Installation 

Saturday, June 10 

8:45 am               Torah Study Service 
11:15 am             Maya Egan, bat mitzvah 
                            Maya Miller, bat mitzvah (off– site) 

Monday, June 12 

11:30 am             SAJE 
8:15 pm               Board of Trustees Meeting 
                            Scarlet Fishkind, bat mitzvah (off– site) 

Wednesday, June 14 

8:00 pm               Band Rehearsal 

Thursday, June 15 

11:30 am             SAJE 
7:30 pm               A Nighttime of Music with Cantor Cooperman 

Friday, June 16 

7:45 pm               Rock Shabbat with the T’fillah Band 
 
Saturday, June 17 

8:45 am               Torah Study Service 
5:00 pm               Zachary Rejtig, bar mitzvah 
7:30 pm               Havdallah and Sanctuary Farewell Service 

Sunday, June 18 

9:30 am               Torah Parade to Chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church 

Monday, June 19 

11:30 am             SAJE                         

Friday, June 23 

6:30 pm              Pride Shabbat Services  

Saturday, June 24 

9:00 am              Torah Study Service 

Monday, June 26 

8:00 pm             Executive Committee Meeting 

Friday, June 30 

6:30 pm             Shabbat Services—Chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church 
 
 

We’re temporarily moving  
Shabbat Services during construction 

 

Beginning on June 30, our Shabbat Services on Friday 
evenings and Torah Study on Saturday mornings will take 
place in the chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church, 882 Boston 
Post Road in Rye, on the corner of Boston Post Road and 
Parsons Street.  
  

Friday evening services will begin at 6:30 p.m. and Shabbat 
morning Torah Study services will begin at 9 a.m. during the 
summer and then at 8:45 during the school year. We are 
blessed to have such neighbors as the clergy and congregants at 
RPC. Below is a photo of the chapel. 
  

Saturday, July 1 

9:00 am             Torah Study Service—Chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church                                                          
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Rabbi Leora Frankel •  lfrankel@comsynrye.org  

From the Rabbi’s Desk: Holding On & Letting Go 

During a recent Friday night derash I included a personal show-and-tell; I brought in the Israeli flag that had hung     
directly over my childhood bed since I was eleven years old. Growing up in Young Judaea, I developed a deep  
and at times zealous attachment to Israel, so much so that I decided the last thing I wanted to see each night before 
falling asleep was that flag. Even as I went off to college, through graduate school, getting married, ordained, and 
eventually having two children, the blue and white flag remained tacked to the ceiling of my old room—until last 
month. My mother had to take it down so her painter could come through before putting the house on the market. 
With the dismantling of that flag, the intense process of packing up a lifetime of memories has begun. 
 

I know that the flurry of feelings we are experiencing resonates with so many in our community at this season. 
Many families are approaching High School graduation and the milestone of sending off a child to college or a year of other new 
experiences beyond the nest. As a synagogue community, we are knee-deep in bubble wrap and boxes, packing up books, furniture, 
art, and so much more, as we prepare to part with our old building and break ground for the forthcoming renovation. Whether in our 
individual houses or our collective spiritual home, so many of us are getting ready to say some sort of goodbye.  
 

In most cases, we are leaving one thing behind in order to move on to something even more exciting or enriching: our child’s first 
chance for independence and customized intellectual pursuits, a new worship space to inspire and instill pride in us. Yet every 
goodbye, whether a temporary one to our child or a permanent one to our current sanctuary, is inevitably accompanied by a sense of 
loss. There is a beautiful reading in the Gates of Mourning prayer book that we use for shiva by Rabbi Harold Schulweis.  
 

He writes: 
  

              We who remember are artists, aerialists on a swinging trapeze 
 Letting go one ring to catch another 

Hold on and let go 
A subtle duality that endows our life with meaning— 
Neither denying the past nor foreclosing the future. 
We are part of the flow of life 
The divine process, 
Which gives and takes,  
Creates and retains. 
We too must give and take, seize hold and release. 

 

This imagery of being suspended between the past and future, of constantly needing to both hold on and let go, especially resonates 
this month. My teacher, Rabbi Larry Hoffman, who was a student of Rabbi Schulweis, talks about ritual being what helps hold us in 
a liminal space and facilitates our crossing it. When we are neither fully here nor there, when we are in the “in between,” ritual builds 
a bridge for us whether in times of sadness or joy. Washing our hands when we return from the cemetery after burying a loved one 
helps us ritually cross that threshold into a shiva home, both physically and psychologically. Likewise, Havdallah transports us every 
Saturday night, taking us from the last sliver of Shabbat to the precipice of a new week. 
 

As a synagogue, we have come to a major liminal moment as we soon leave our beloved sanctuary, and indeed must wait a year 
before enjoying the beautiful new one that will take its place. Like any mourner, we too need the opportunity to say goodbye to our 
sacred space and a chance for reflection, ceremony, and celebration as we anticipate this new phase of our spiritual journey. To that 
end, we have planned four farewell events to help us across this threshold: 
 

 Thursday June 15th @ 7:30 pm — A Nighttime of Music: Concert with Cantor Melanie Cooperman 

 Friday June 16th @ 7:45 pm —Rock Shabbat with T’fillah Band 

 Saturday June 17th @  7:30 pm —Havdallah and Farewell: Writing our memories and sharing our stories 

 Sunday June 18th @  9:30 am —Breakfast before parading Torah scrolls from CSR to the chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church 
 

I hope you can join us at one or all of these meaningful events as we bid farewell to our sanctuary and wind down our program year. 
Wherever the summer takes you, our clergy and professional staff wish you a safe, relaxing, and refreshing summer. We look 
forward to seeing you at our temporary worship space in the chapel at Rye Presbyterian Church beginning June 30, at Shabbat on the 
Beach (July 21 and August 11), and around town in between. 



Laurie Frolich, President •  president@comsynrye.org  

                       Stretching for the Future 
                               “A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go back to its old dimensions.” 

                                               Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
                               

                               Now that we are winding down from the day-to-day activities that define Community Synagogue of Rye, we can  
    take a moment and reflect on the many accomplishments that have taken place over this past year and the new        
    adventures that await us going forward. 
                                

                               The Worship Space 
                               As most of you know, Community Synagogue will soon be embarking on the long-awaited renovation of our 
sanctuary and adjacent meeting spaces. We are targeted to begin the process of breaking ground shortly after the close of all school 
activities at the end of June. Plans are well underway for relocating the office functions on the first and second floor to on-site 
trailers, which will house our clergy and professional staff during the time of the renovation. 
 

Additionally we have now made arrangements for our regular worship services, both the Friday evening Shabbat service, and 
Saturday morning Torah study, to take place in a lovely and recently updated chapel housed in Rye Presbyterian Church. 
 

Because any change comes with uncertainty, we have been examining some of the ways we can mark these sacred transitions with 
intentionality and meaning. One of the first opportunities that will be coming up is a chance to say “Goodbye to our Sanctuary” on 
June 15-18. Rabbi Gropper, along with members of the Ritual Committee and lay leaders, are planning a weekend of events to 
honor, recall, recognize and hear firsthand, through music and words, what this holy place has meant to generations of our 
congregants who have worshipped here. 
 

The Educational Model 
This year also presented Community Synagogue with an opportunity to rebuild and rethink our educational model. With the 
retirement of Laurie Landes, the Educational Director of the CJL who, for close to three decades, educated our students and 
motivated our staff, we were able to look at the changing landscape of modern Jewish education and frame a new model that takes 
advantage of the knowledge and leadership of our Associate Rabbi. Rabbi Frankel will now be assuming the title of Rabbi Educator 
of the CJL, and along with Rabbi Gropper, will be shaping a new curriculum and approach to educating the next generation of 

children entrusted to our care. As part of that restructuring, two new appointments have also been made: Principal Amy Rosenbaum 
and Director of Youth Engagement Yale Farber. They will be joining our CJL family this summer and we will be creating 
opportunities for you to meet and engage with them as part of their onboarding experience. 
 

Programming Highlights 
Because we have such an active and engaged membership, it is virtually impossible to call out every aspect of our Jewish 
programming that “give meaning and purpose to our lives” in keeping with our mission statement. However, there are a few ongoing 
programs that deserve special mention. 

 

Dinner at Noon: Taking the concept of providing food suppor t within our  neighbor ing community and serving it up with 
dignity, Marlena and Roy Shaeffer and David Klein have led a very successful program that enlisted many volunteers across 
the spectrum. 

Empty Nesters, Full Life: From tr ips to the Metropolitan Museum of Ar t, to the Wor ld Trade Center  memor ial site, to 
food tours of the Lower East side, and innovative Seders, this group expanded their reach to engage our mid-life 
congregants with meaningful programs and stimulating activities thoughtfully conceptualized by Laurie Landes, Irene Metz, 
Esther Blumstein and others on their committee. 

SAJE: continues to br ing in top-notch speakers and plan fun and inspiring activities that feed both the body and soul of our 
senior members. 

Scholars-in-Residence: Noam Zion who enlightened us as to alternative Passovers, Rabbi Karen Kedar , who helped us 
consider our sacred texts in new ways, and the recently screened movie, Besa: The Promise that honored the memory and 
legacy of long-time congregant and Holocaust survivor Sel Hubert, broadened our thinking in surprising and moving ways. 

 

In all we do as a congregational family, we try to appeal to our youngest learners, in the wonderful outdoor play space being created 
through the ECC, to our school age children through updated and active educational programs, and to our older couples and singles 
who want to stay intellectually and spiritually active. 
 

As we begin to transition from our friendly comfort zone, to newer less familiar horizons, we need to hold fast to the bonds that 
make us one community, and remember to support each other however we can. 
 

Lastly, we all have an opportunity to contribute to the Kadima Together campaign. How wonderful if at the end of the day, we can 
say with gratitude, that all of our members felt motivated and inspired to give at whatever their comfort level permits. This is our 
house of worship and we should be partners in its renovation and reconstruction. 
 

As we prepare to welcome the summer months, and set our hearts and minds free from some of the usual routines, I encourage each 
and every one of us to stop and smell the roses, wiggle our toes in warm sand, observe a bird flying or a blade of grass poking 
through the earth, and think to ourselves, how grateful am I to be alive in this time and place! 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy summer and looking forward to seeing you all in the return to our congregation in the fall.  
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A Nighttime of Music 
Let’s face it: the opening clarinet wail of George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” is more memorable, more 
identifiable, than a lot of our liturgical music. That’s okay, I’m not offended! Because for many Jews, there seems 
to be a split between “religious” and “secular” music. This split was summed up best by playwright Donald 
Margulies when he said, “We didn’t go to synagogue but we did go to Broadway.” Now, as many of you know, 
I’d contend much of what’s considered secular Jewish music is rooted either musically or lyrically in religious 
music, but that’s a conversation for another day. Today, I’d like to invite you to a Community Synagogue of Rye 
concert titled “A Nighttime of Music” on June 15. 

 

“A Nighttime of Music” is part of the four-day-long farewell and celebration of our community as we say goodbye to our sanctuary 
and look towards the future in our newly renovated building and worship space. In keeping with that theme, I’ve selected songs from 
the Great American (and Yiddish) Songbook revolving around those similar ideas of home, sacred spaces, goodbyes and the future. I 
promise you’ll know the songs: “The House I Live In,” “Every Time We Say Goodbye,” and “The Best is Yet to Come.” I’ll be 
joined by our wonderful accompanist, Shira Shaked. 
 

Our sanctuary has been the backdrop for many important life-cycle events for so many in our congregation—b’nei mitzvah 
ceremonies, weddings and funerals. In addition to those memorable life events, our sanctuary has also been home to the smaller stuff 
of life—a place for conversation, to figure out dinner plans, to reconnect with old friends. Essentially, a place to build community.  
Hopefully, together we can create a few more positive memories before we begin the transition to our new space. 
 

I hope you can join us on June 15 at 7:30 pm for the concert. If you can’t make it for the concert, I’d strongly encourage you to 
attend one of the many other events scheduled that week. 
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Cantor Melanie Cooperman •  mcooperman@comsynrye.org 

Welcome To Our New Education Staff  

There will be some exciting changes in our CJL Education Staff beginning this summer. This spring marks the retirement of our 
longtime Education Director, Laurie Landes, and the departure of our most recent Director of Jewish Family Life, Rick 
Abrams.  With these transitions also come new beginnings and an opportunity to re-envision how the synagogue’s professional staff 
is organized to best meet our congregation’s evolving needs. Rabbi Leora Frankel’s portfolio will be shifting to incorporate both 
ongoing pulpit and pastoral responsibilities as well as the role of Director of Congregational Learning.  In addition, we are delighted 
to welcome two recent hires: Amy Rosenbaum, our incoming CJL Principal, and Yael Farber, our first-ever full-time Director of 
Youth Engagement and Informal Learning.                             

Amy Rosenbaum, CJL Principal 
 

I am delighted to be joining the education 
team at Community Synagogue of Rye. I 
appreciate the warm welcome I have 
received from members of the CSR 
community, and I am happy to have this 
opportunity to introduce myself to those I 
have not yet met in person. 
 

My work as a Jewish educator has run the 
gamut from teaching first grade to adults, in synagogue 
schools, camp and college. For the past four years, as a 
Community Educator at Temple Israel Center in White Plains, 
I have taught fourth and seventh grades and collaborated to 
create school- and synagogue-wide learning experiences that 
are engaging and experiential. 
 

I am deeply committed to synagogue education, as I believe it 
plays an essential role in creating future generations of 
connected and literate Jews. I’m excited to bring my 
experience and ideas to the Center for Jewish Learning and to 
build upon the excellent foundation laid by Laurie Landes and 
the wonderful team of educators and clergy at CSR. 

Yael Farber, Director of Youth Engagement and 
Informal Learning 

I’m so excited to be joining Community 
Synagogue of Rye as the new Director of 
Youth Engagement and Informal Education. I 
am graduating this spring from Dickinson 
College, where I majored in Religion and 
Judaic Studies and minored in Women’s & 
Gender Studies. While on campus, I served as 
the president of Dickinson Hillel and founder 
and president of the Challah for Hunger 

chapter, as well as worked for both the Center for Service, 
Spirituality & Social Justice and for the Asbell Center for 
Jewish Life. I also taught religious school. 
  

I grew up at Woodlands Community Temple and was very 
involved in NFTY, the Reform Movement’s youth leadership 
arm. I’m a lifelong URJ Eisner Camp camper and staff 
member and I am eager to return to Eisner this summer as the 
Limud (Learning) Director. In my free time, I enjoy running, 
cooking, and eating Ben & Jerry’s. 
 

I'm passionate about Judaism and am excited about helping 
others along their Jewish journeys. As I join CSR, I’m looking 
forward to running the junior and senior youth groups, 
coordinating the various teen programs, and teaching in the 
CJL and chavurah. 



Welcome to Our New Trustees   

Ben Slavin          
Ben Slavin and his family joined CSR when 
they moved to Rye in 2014. He and his wife, 
Freyda, and their children Hannah and Toby, 
have connected to the CSR community 
through the religious school and 
programming for families. Ben is originally 
from Highland Park, Illinois where he was 
affiliated with North Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El.  Ben graduated from Columbia 

University in New York, and is currently the Head of Product 
and Business Development at Wisdom Tree Asset 
Management. 

Stephen Fisch 
Steve Fisch lives in Rye with his wife, Amy, and children 
Jacob and Caitlin. Steve was born and raised in Indianapolis. 
He received his BS from Duke University and MBA from 
Columbia University, where he met his wife Amy. He has 
been affiliated with Community Synagogue of Rye since 
2013, when his family moved to Rye and his children 
attended the ECC. Steve works as the Industrial Sector Head 
at 40 North. In his free time, he enjoys playing squash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Rye/Soundshore CSA 
Community Supported Agriculture 

Sponsored by The Green Team 
 
 

June 7 - November 15  2017 
Wednesdays 3:30-6:30 pm 

Wainwright House 
260 Stuyvesant Ave  Rye, NY 

 
 

Vegetables  $544 (24 weeks) 
Fruit  $250 (20 weeks) 

Mushrooms $120 (24 weeks) 
Fair Trade Coffee 

Local Honey and Maple Syrup 
Painted Farm Goat Cheese (bi-weekly)  

 
 

Sign up at www.stoneledgefarmny.com  
For additional information contact: 

Marc at mturk64@msn.com  

 

Note our new pickup location at Wainwright House 

Farm Fresh Organic Vegetables 
 Come to Rye 

Felicia DePaola  
Felicia DePaola and her family have been 
affiliated with Community Synagogue of 
Rye since 2004. A graduate of the ATID 
program, she is currently a co-chair of the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Date Committee and was a 
member of the B’Nei Mitzvah Task Force. A 
graduate of NYU and St John’s University 
School of Law, she is an active member of 
the JDRF Westchester Fairfield Chapter and 

a former Co-President of the Blind Brook PTA. Felicia was 
raised in Rye, lives in Rye Brook with her husband Bruce, 
children Tucker and Emma, and her Bearded Collie, Muffy. 
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Pride Shabbat 
 

Friday, June 23 at 6:15 pm 
Embracing Diversity in our Community 

 

Join us for our Pride Shabbat service with special readings and 
reflections that celebrate diversity and solidarity with the 
LGBTQ community. 

Green Team News 
 

This month the Green Team is 
continuing to provide information about 
avoiding plastic. Here is some 
interesting news about cork versus 
plastic. It is better to use cork for wine 
stoppers, not only to avoid plastic, but 
because we need to preserve cork 
forests.  
 
Cork forests in the Mediterranean are home to endangered 
species, such as the Iberian Lynx and Iberian Imperial Eagle. 
These forests have been protected and valued for centuries 
because of the demand for cork in the wine industry.  
 
Alternative wine stoppers threaten this sustainable industry and 
leave cork forests unprotected from unsustainable 
development. More information about preserving cork can be 
found at the Cork Forest Conservation Alliance (http://
www.corkforest.org). 
 
For more interesting tips on the environment and sustainability, 

come to our Green Team meetings. Your presence and ideas 

are always welcome.  

Contact Bill DeLynn at  
wdelynn@optonline.net 
for information. 



8 www.comsynrye.org 

L’hitraot —Until We Meet Again 
 
Perhaps it is fitting that my retirement happens to 
align with the retirement of our current sanctuary 
and building. While it feels like I am going down 
with the ship, I am ready to pass the Jewish 
learning torch to new leadership. The Torah 

teaches us that Moses did not lead the Israelites into the 
“promised land” and I feel sad that I will not be leading our 
children, families and teachers into a new spiritual home. But 
like Moses, I know that it is time and like Moses I am putting 
my hand, with blessing, on the shoulders of our new 
educational leadership team; Rabbi Frankel, Amy Rosenbaum 
and Yael Farber. I take with me many fond memories and I am 
proud of the accomplishments that we have achieved. I feel 
honored and fortunate to have been in a position that builds 
links to our rich Jewish heritage for generations to come. I hope 
that we have been able to kindle a spiritual spark in the souls of 
our children and families that will be enduring. 
 

I am so thankful for the many people who were on the journey 
with me: children, parents, lay leaders, religious school chairs 
and committee members, my wonderful teaching staff, 
synagogue staff, colleagues and our clergy team. 
 

 

Laurie Landes, Education Director •  llandes@comsynrye.org 

A Farewell from Rick 
 
It has been an honor and pleasure to serve this 
community for the past five years. Some of the times 
and experiences we’ve shared:  
 

 

 Exploring and discussing Jewish texts 

 Learning about the issue of hunger and making                
meals to donate to local shelters 

 Working, sorting, saucing, and preparing food at 
the Carver Center 

 Learning deeper insights about our holiday 
calendar, and making fun and delicious recipes 
supporting those holidays 

 Singing and celebrating Havdallah and other 
occasions 

 Simply spending time sharing our stories with one 
another 

 

These experiences with all of you have given me hope that the 
words of Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, which I’ve have had tacked 
up to the corkboard in front of my desk upstairs, will be 
followed and that you’ve begun to heed them: 
 

To educate a child without educating and involving the 
parents and the entire family, can be compared to 
heating (or air conditioning) a house while leaving the 
windows open. 
 

A deep and heartfelt thanks goes out to the team of teachers, 
madrichim, and morei derech with whom I’ve shared my 
mission of family learning. Gratitude also needs to be expressed 
to our administrative team; Jon, Jeff and Michelle in the main 
office and of course, Abby Pisaniello, who holds together all of 
CSR educational programming. 
 

And finally, to the team of professionals that I’ve worked with 
for these past 5 years. You all should know that whenever I’m 
attending any and all National conferences and/or gatherings, 
the team that we have here has been acknowledged as one of the 
finest congregational teams in North America. My colleagues, 
Dale Oberlander, Irene Lustgarten, Cantor Melanie Cooperman, 
Rabbi Leora Frankel, my long-time friend Rabbi Daniel 
Gropper, and my friend and mentor, Laurie Landes, thank you 
all for the past 5 years. 
  

I don’t know exactly what comes next, but I know that I’ll take 
a piece of you all with me wherever I go. 
 

Rick Abrams, Director of Jewish Family Life   
rabrams@comsynrye.org  

 

CJL Fall 2017 Registration has 
begun 

 

Fall CJL Registration forms have been mailed out. Please 
note that the Early Tuition Discount is available through 
6/30/2017. If you need an extra form or would like to 
refer a family, please contact Abby in the CJL office at 
914-967-7598 or rs@comsynrye.org.   



Henry Aronwald  
My name is Henry Aronwald and I will be called 
to the Torah as a bar mitzvah on June 3. I am the 
son of Julie and Jeffrey Aronwald and I have an 
older brother, Max. I am a seventh grader at 
Blind Brook Middle School. I enjoy baseball and 
basketball. My Torah portion is Naso from the 
Book of Numbers. It tells the story of when, 
after the Jews were freed from slavery in Egypt 

and journeyed to Israel, God told Moses and Aaron to bless the 
people of Israel. This signifies the importance of blessings and 
continuing traditions in the history of the Jewish people. For my 
mitzvah project, I helped raise money and awareness for Race 
to Erase MS, an organization dedicated to funding research to 
end Multiple Sclerosis. This project was meaningful to me 
because my grandmother suffered from this debilitating disease 
for nearly 30 years.  

Our B’Nei Mitzvah of June  
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Scarlet Fishkind 
My name is Scarlet Fishkind and I will be called 
to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 12, in 
Jerusalem, Israel. I am a sixth grader at 
Greenwich Academy. I am the daughter of Abby 
Katz and Jason Fishkind. I have two sisters, Piper 
and Scout. My Torah portion is Shelach Lecha, 
from the Book of Numbers. This portion explores 
when the Israelites discovered the land of milk 

and honey, and tried to see if they could cultivate the land to 
make it their home. The ideas of optimism, outlook and 
perspective are the themes of my portion and I was surprised at 
how I was able to relate this ancient story to my own life. For 
my mitzvah project, I worked with Dinner at Noon for my 
mitzvah project. Dinner at Noon serves a homemade hot lunch 
to the homeless and hungry every Saturday at the Carver Center 
in Port Chester. Since it began 25 years ago, this program has 
provided over 40,000 volunteer-prepared meals. I love to bake, 
so my family and I baked blueberry muffins and brownies for 
this worthy cause. 

Zachary Rejtig 
My name is Zach Rejtig and I will be called to 
the Torah as a bar mitzvah on June 17. I am a 
seventh grader at Rye Neck Middle School. My 
parents are Stephanie and Mark Rejtig. My 
Torah portion is Korah from the Book of 
Numbers. It is about how rebellion makes an 
impact on peoples’ lives and shows arguing 
doesn’t help situations. For my mitzvah project, 
I am collecting shoes and hosting a shoe drive, 

for the organization Soles 4 Souls. This is a great organization 
because no one should go without shoes. And they help provide 
jobs to people in undeveloped countries. 

Maya Miller  
My name is Maya Miller and I will be called to 
the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 10. I am the 
daughter of Orly and Scott Miller. I have an 
older sister Jordan and a younger sister Lexi. I 
am a seventh grader at Hackley. I enjoy tennis, 
soccer, basketball and reading. My Torah 
portion is Sh’lach L’cha from the Book of 
Numbers. It is the story of the Jews waiting to 

enter the land of Israel. They send 12 scouts into the land of 
Israel for 40 days to see if the Jews can take over the land. Ten 
scouts report back that the Jews won’t be successful. Two 
scouts, Joshua and Caleb, reported that the Jews had a chance to 
take the land that God intended for them, the land of milk and 
honey. For my mitzvah project, I chose to volunteer at the 
Sharing Shelf to put together backpacks so children can start off 
the school year with all the necessary supplies they need to be 
successful. In addition, I raised funds to help buy the backpacks 
and supplies. 

Sophia Schwartzman 
My name is Sophia Schwartzman. I will be 
called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 3. I 
am the daughter of Tara and Todd Schwartzman 
and have a younger sister and an older brother. I 
am a seventh grader at Eagle Hill School. I play 
a bunch of sports—basketball, softball, and field 
hockey. My Torah portion is Naso from the 
Book of Numbers. It is mainly about the Jews 
finding a community. For my mitzvah project, I 

volunteer at the Don Bosco Community Center and did art with 
kids ages 3-7. I enjoyed sharing my love of art with those who 
aren’t as fortunate as me. I hope I made an impact on their lives 
as much as they did on mine. 

Maya Egan  
My name is Maya Egan and I will be called to 
the Torah as a bat mitzvah on June 10. I am the 
daughter of Stacey and Michael Egan, and I 
have two older brothers, Brendan and Liam. I 
am a seventh grader at Rye Middle School. I 
love to play lacrosse, swim, and dance. My 
Torah portion is B’haalot’cha from the Book of 
Numbers. In my portion it talks about the 

importance of leadership, and how Moses had to share his 
powers in order to keep the Israelites united and strong. For my 
mitzvah project, I raised money for the Autism Speaks 
Foundation, and I will participate in the Autism Awareness 
walk on June 4. Autism is a disease that is very close to my 
heart because of close family and friends that have taken on 
Autism firsthand. Coming out of this experience has given me 
an insight of how fortunate I am for being able to live a 
somewhat normal life, going to school, and doing the things I 
adore and have a passion towards. 

To see our b’nei mitzvah every Friday. 
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Dale Oberlander, ECC Director doberlander@comsynrye.org 
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The ECC is Flying High 
The new butterfly garden has been planted and 
is ready to start attracting butterflies and 
hummingbirds to our backyard. Liz Garrett of 
ESG Designs put together an amazing plan that 
features a wide variety of host and nectar 
producing plants intended to attract specific 
species, among them the Baltimore Checkerspot, 
the Pearl Crescent, the Monarch, the Painted 
Lady, the Buckeye and the Sphinx Moth. 

 

Over the past few weeks there have been many butterflies of a 
different sort inside the building. These butterflies have been 
serving as fundraisers for the ECC’s natural playground and 
included a truly wonderful butterfly piñata created by our very 
own Michelle Simon. This specimen was painstakingly made by 
hand to replicate the infamous butterfly from Eric Carle’s The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar. The ECC is so grateful for all of 
Michelle’s hard work and support of the ECC. 
 

Our last day of school is June 9. This year flew by so quickly 
(no butterfly pun intended). All of us, children, teachers and 
families have had a wonderful nine months of learning, building 

relationships, and developing new ideas together. We are so 
looking forward to coming back in September to a new 

playground, a bountiful crop from our vegetable garden and 
butterflies everywhere! 

 

Children ages 6 months-8 years old can receive  
FREE books or  music! Register  your  family at:   

pjlibrary.org/ny/comsynrye. 
 

This is our Gift to You!  Please sign up today! 
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In the coming month, renovations to the synagogue are scheduled to begin. The planned renovations will include creating a new 
unified entry, revamping the worship space, and modernizing the infrastructure of the building. But we couldn’t imagine undergoing 
this renovation without you. With the construction to our building beginning this summer, we are now in our final push to complete 
the Kadima Together Campaign and to raise the remaining funds for renovation. That’s where we need your help! 
 
Together, we’ve come so far…and now we can get there doubly fast. 
 
We are grateful to all our members who have already given so generously to the capital 
campaign. To date, we have raised $4.9 million toward our ambitious $6.2 million goal. But to 
ensure that our spiritual home is there for us and for future generations to come, and to meet the 
needs of our membership, we need to reach the finish line. So we are excited to announce that 
significant funds have been committed toward a dollar-for-dollar matching campaign. That 
means for every dollar amount donated going forward, we’ll be that much closer to reaching our 
goal. This matching effort will provide much needed energy and momentum to the Kadima 
Together completion effort. 
 
In the coming weeks many of our congregants who have not yet participated in the capital 
campaign will be contacted by friends or by fellow CSR members about the Matching 
Campaign. As it is written in the Torah, everyone is called on to give to strengthen our 
community. 
 
If you have not yet participated, now is the time, and your gift will be doubled. If you have 
already given, we thank you, and we invite you to increase your gift. The increase will be 
matched.  
 
You can also reach out to Karen Cherney Zaltz or Susan Rudolph at 
kadimatogether@comsynrye.org to let them know you’re ready to talk. 

CSR Construction Project Update 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE 

My name is Jeff Frumess and I am the new Communications Associate here at CSR. I grew up in Scarsdale, 
NY. My family belonged to Temple Kol-Ami in White Plains for many years. My connection to Judaism was 
reignited when I went on Birthright Israel with a few friends – and it was there in the Negev desert where I 
would meet my future wife, a commander in the IDF. We have a 19 month old son named Jorden. 
 

In my free time, I am a filmmaker, a cinema aficionado, a HUGE foodie and I love seeing live music. I am also 
very excited to make my next film about the horrible consequences of smartphones and social media. 

 

It is so wonderful to be a part of a team and community that reflects the values of the synagogue’s Vision Statement, a statement 
which syncs up with my own personal Jewish identity. I am eager to apply my skills and talents to assist in its implementation on a 
day-to-day basis: promoting growth, learning, spirituality, and community. 
 

I look forward to meeting you all! 
 

Jeff Frumess 



SAJE is designed to provide social and 
educational opportunities to active seniors in our 
community. The group meets every Monday and 
Thursday between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm and 
includes lunch after the program. You are always 
welcome to bring a friend.  
 

Please contact the SAJE coordinator at saje@comsynrye.org 
with any questions. We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Thursday, June 1 
Karen Unger and Laraine Fisher will speak about Financial 
Wellness. Most people, when they think of wellness, focus on 
the physical and mental. Financial Wellness is a way to reduce 
stress and build order. Stress often comes from being 
overwhelmed by paperwork, mail, bills, insurance documents 
and deadlines. Financial Wellness is a way to provide order by 
having a system in place to handle that which is a burden. It 
involves organizing, facilitating, as well as coordinating with 
trusted advisors with the person’s best interests in mind. 
 
Monday, June 5 
Astronomers consider life beyond Earth to be a very real 
possibility. Hear about the top new astronomical discoveries 
and exciting 21st century space missions, see spectacular space 
photographs, and decide what you think. Dinah L. Moché, 
PhD, is Professor Emerita of Physics and Astronomy at 
Queensborough Community College of CUNY. She is an 
award-winning author and lecturer whose 27 books have sold 
more than ten million copies in eight languages. 
 
Thursday June 8 
Americk Lewis and Nicholas Sosin have a film production 
company, Am Media Group, in Manhattan. They have 
produced several documentaries and worked with many of New 
York City’s best artists, Fortune 500 companies and celebrities 
including Rihanna, Petra Nemcova, and Beyoncé. They have 
an internship program and have graduated over 20 students 
who have gone on to successful careers in the film industry. 
They will discuss what it’s like to be an artist in the 21st century 
and how to create original content with new technologies. 
 
Monday, June 12 
Join Andi Hessekiel for our last session of personal essay 
writing for this year. If you’ve ever thought about putting in 
writing the stories of your life, this session will help you get 
started. By using simple prompts, Andi encourages us to write 
and “publish” our work by sharing it with one another. Andi’s 
warm feedback will help you get reacquainted with the writer 
that lives inside you—and the stories shared by others become 
a great way to stimulate conversation among all of us. No 
previous experience is necessary—and you can be a writer or a 
listener in the session. But writers are welcome! The prompt 
for the session is: The first time I…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Weiss-Poland• SAJE@comsynrye.org  

Thursday, June 15 
SAJE Welcomes Jean Coppola, PhD, Associate Professor of 
Information Technology and Director of the Pace University 
Gerontechnology Program. The majority of older adults use the 
Internet and research has shown that once someone is online, it 
becomes a regular part of their lives, utilizing it almost on a 
daily basis. Jean will discuss tips for improving your quality of 
life by staying connected, including communication, shopping, 
health information, and social media, increasing cognitive 
functioning, video conferencing with family or with a doctor 
and voice narration to read books. Bring your cell phone! 
 
Monday, June 19 
SAJE will hold their Annual Song Fest for this final session of 
the season. With Peter Bauer at the piano and David Sampliner 
leading the choir, we will sing together a good number of our 
favorite songs. The moment you see the names of our musical 
numbers, you’ll remember how much fun they are to sing 
together. There will be song sheets, so don’t worry about 
remembering the words. Expect to have a good deal of fun and 
our joint singing will rock the premises. In addition, enjoy our 
annual Hot Dog Fest prepared by Len August! 
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WRJ/Sisterhood  
  Year-End Supper 

 

Monday, June 5, 2017 
6:30 pm at CSR 

 

Program:   
Photography Through the  
Eyes of One Photographer 

with Rhoda Levine 
 

Sisterhood Members—Free 
Non-Members—$15 

 

You may bring one or two of your favorite pictures  
to share. If your photos are JPEG, please bring them  

on a flash drive. RSVP to Michelle Simon at  
914-967-6262 by June 1. 

WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM 
Stronger together 

End of School Celebrations 

Empty Nest-Full Life Team 
 

Please join us this summer for the following two special events: 
 

July 22 S’mores ’n More 
 Gather around the fire pit for a BBQ, s’mores        
 Havdallah at the home of Susan and Scott Gould 
                        at 7:00 pm 
August 13 Bridgeport Bluefish Minor League baseball        
 game  at 1:00 pm 
 

There are a number of suggestions for up coming events 
including: Rhode Island Touro Synagogue and Mansions day 
trip, Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty, Muse Paint bar, 
SUNY Purchase events, PepsiCo Gardens, Eldridge Street 
Eggrolls and Egg Creams, and the Jewish Heritage Museum. 
Please contact us at csremptynesters@gmail.com to RSVP and/
or if you are interested in helping plan any of these future 
activities.  
 

Thanks to the Empty Nesters Committee and all of you who 
participated in the many wonderful events that we had during 
the year. 



Linda Baer Nieberg in memory of Dorothy Kassed  
Caryl & Gilbert Weinstein in honor of  
 Chuck Shotland’s birthday 
Joan Furman in memory of Ruth Berman,  
 mother of Rosey Rudnick 
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Shari Cohen & Rob Greenwald in honor of the wedding of  
 Deb Cohen & Matthew Edelson 
 

For the Refugee Settlement Program 
Susan Merrill & Tom Faneuff       

 Leah & Lawrence Baker  
Stefanie & David Buckley in memory of  
Abraham Dublet and in honor of Randy Neuringer 

 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
Judith & David Belkin in memory of Sherman Yanuck 
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CANTOR COOPERMAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Elaine Lerner in memory of Ruth Berman,  
 mother of  Rosey Rudnick 
Denise Silverberg in memory of Eileen Goldstein 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER ENRICHMENT FUND 
Maurice Amado Foundation upon the recommendation of  
 Amy Hanson 
 

HESED 
Elisabeth Knoop in memory of Hartog and Elisabeth Knoop 
 

ISRAEL TRIP FUND FOR TEENS 
Susan and James Winter in memory of Marvin S. Winter 
 

KADIMA CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Marci & David Raab 
Joy & Bruce Reidenberg 
Esther & Howard Blumstein 
Joe & Sandy Samberg 
Jodi & Herb in memory of Steven Blechner 
Debbie Friedman in honor of our fabulous clergy,  
                Rabbi Gropper, Rabbi Frankel and Cantor Cooperman 
In honor of Avery and Elana Gershwin 
                Michele & Todd Gershwin 
                Andrea Gershwin 
 

POND AND BEYOND FUND 
Donna & Bill DeLynn in memory of Hubert DeLynn 
 
RABBI FRANKEL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Shari Cohen & Rob Greenwald in honor of the wedding of  
 Deb Cohen & Matthew Edelson 
Debbie, George & Rachel Weltman in memory of  
 William Weltman 
 

RABBI GROPPER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Leonard August in memory of Sonja August  
 
SENIOR ACTIVITIES IN A JEWISH ENVIRONMENT 
(SAJE) FUND 
Leonard August in memory of Sonja August 

 

Condolences 

When cherished ties are broken,  
our burden of sadness is made lighter  

by the sympathy and comfort of friends.         
 

Our congregation mourns the death of: 
 

Ruth Berman, mother of  Rosey Rudnick 
 

Victor Belson, uncle of Brianne Goldstein 

Mazal Tov מזל טוב 
 

To Burt & Monique Haimes on the marriage of their  
daughter Charlotte to Arnaud Studer on April 29 

 

To Michael & Susie Siegel on the birth of their  
grandson Benjamin Shalom Siegel,  

born to Rabbi Hayley and Aaron Siegel 



Community Synagogue of Rye has a variety of funds which 
are used to enrich our congregation.  
 
You may wish to make a contribution in honor or in memory 
of someone or to celebrate a joyous occasion (birth, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, Confirmation, wedding, anniversary). The funds are 
listed on the right.   

 
I (We) wish to make a special contribution of $                         
to the                                            Fund. 
 

 In Honor of                       
Occasion                               
                                                

 In Memory of                          
Relationship                             
Donor’s Name (s)                         
                                                            
Donor’s Address                          
                        
Donor’s Phone                                           
Donor’s Email       
 
Please send an acknowledgement note to:  
Name                          
Address                         
                          

                                             
 

Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the law. Please mail and 
make checks payable to Community Synagogue of Rye. 

 

Endowment Funds 
David & Iris Sampliner Youth Leadership Development Fund 
Etz Ha Dorot Endowment Fund  
Goodkind Scholar-in-Residence Fund  
The Obrasky Fund 
Pond & Beyond Fund 
Reform Jewish Commitment (RJC) Fund  
Victor & Marjorie Wolder Fund in memory of Herbert Millman  
Victor & Marjorie Wolder Joy of Living Fund  

Restricted Funds 
Adult Education (Cecele Fraenkel Memorial) Fund 
Beautification Fund 
Cantor Cooperman’s Discretionary Fund 
Early Childhood Center Enrichment Fund  
Grayer Teen Initiative Fund 
Hesed Fund 
Israel Action Fund 
Israel Trip Fund for Teens 
Kol Nashim (Women’s Programming) Fund 
Marilyn Zelman Early Childhood Center Scholarship Fund 
Michael Ginsberg Memorial Library Fund 
PJ Library® Fund 
Prayer Book Fund  
Rabbi Frankel’s Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Gropper’s Discretionary Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Religious School Special Education Fund 
SAJE (Senior Activities in a Jewish Environment) Fund 
Social Action Fund  
Steven Harry Klein Membership Fund 
Synagogue Fund 
Yahrzeit Fund  
 
Learn more about these funds at comsynrye.org/csr-funds 
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Send in your Photos! Share the Memories! 
 
Do you have pictures of you and your family in our sanctuary? 
 

We’d like to share them with the congregation as we say 
goodbye to a special part of our building and begin construction 
on a totally new sanctuary. 
 

Email them to Rabbisstudy@Comsynrye.org before June 12. 
 

We will include them in a slideshow at our special events on 
June 15,17, and 18 when we, as a congregation, bid farewell to 
our sanctuary. 


